. “Have a belief in yourself that is
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bigger than anyone’s disbelief.”
—_ August Wi'son
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August Wilson (April 27, 1945 - October 2, 2005), bom Frederick August Kittel, Jr. in the Hill District of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is a Pulitzer Prize-winning and Tony
Award-winning playwright. He has been referred to as the “theater's poet of Black America.” Wilson is best known for a series of ten plays collectively called The
Pittsburgh Cycle or Century Cycle, which chronicle the experiences and heritage of the African-American community in the 20th century. His works delve into
the African-American experience as well as examinations of the human condition. Other themes have ranged from the systemic and historical exploitation of African
Americans, as well as race relations, identity, migration, and racial discrimination. His work has drawn several iconic performances onstage from James Earl
Jones, Mary Alice, Denzel Washington, Viola Davis, Charles S. Dutton, Phylicia Rashad, Brian Stokes Mitchell, Leslie Uggams, Angela Bassett, Laurence Fishburne,
Courtney B. Vance, Whoopi Goldberg, Lisa Gay Hamilton, Anthony Chishoim, Stephen McKinley Henderson, Keith David, Andre Holland, Rocky Carroll, S. Epatha
‘Merkerson, Russell Homsby, LaTanya Richardson Jackson, Samuel L. Jackson, and so many others. His legacy lives on with a namesake theatre on Broadway, the
first to bear the name of an African American, and the August Wilson African American Cultural Center in Pittsburgh.

In just fifteen years, Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright August Wilson, considered America’s Shakespeare and referred to as
the “theater’s poet of Black America,” became one of the most important voices in modern theater. He has won acclaim from
literary and theater critics for his unprecedented 10-play Century Cycle — one play set in each decade of the 20th century —
chronicling the joys, struggles, history, and culture of the Black experience in America.

Born Frederick August Kittel on April 27, 1945, he grew up in the ethnically diverse Hill District community of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania — a hub of creativity and commerce similar to New York City’s Harlem — the son of a Black American cleaning
woman, Daisy Wilson (1920-1983), and a White German immigrant and baker, Frederick Kittel (1904-1965). In the Hill District,
he was surrounded by the sounds, sights, and struggles of urban Black American life that would later fuel his creative efforts.



Wilson’s father was mostly absent from his life and died in 1965. Wilson’s mother raised him and his five
siblings in a two-room, cold-water flat. He took his mother’s last name in the early 1970s. A student at
the predominantly White private Central Catholic High School, young Frederick was the victim of con-
stant race-based bullying and abuse. He leaves Central Catholic for Connelly Trade School, where he
feels unchallenged. He later transfers to Gladstone High School in the neighborhood of Hazelwood. As a
tenth-grader, Wilson is assigned an essay on a historical figure. After being accused of plagiarizing his paper on Napoleon Bo-
naparte, the 15-year-old drops out of Gladstone High. He becomes a voracious reader and educates himself, spending his
days at nearby Carnegie Library.

s AUGUST WILSON

Few playwrights have sparked the careers of so many fine actors as did August Wilson
(1945-2005). From Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom in 1984 to Radio Golf, produced on
Broadway In 2007, two years after the writer's death, his ten-play cycle of African-
American life during the 20th century has proved a springboard for many an actor's
career. A few have gone on to film and television stardom, while others simply enjoyed

The covers here are an ESPER edition with

a first day of issue pictorial postmark, a a fruitful stage career after thelr first Wiison credit. Only 41 theaters in New York City

are designated as “Broadway theaters.” On October 16, 2005, 14 days after Wilson's

death, the Virginia Theatre was renamed the August Wilson Theatre. It Is the first

M Broadway theatre to bear the name of an African American. The theatre has run many
shows, one of the most famous being Jersey Boys (2005-2017).

first-day-of-sale postmark from Rocky Hill,
New Jersey, and an unofficial first day

postmark from Somerset, New Jersey.




“When | first started writing plays, | couldn’t write
good dialogue because | didn’t respect how Black
people talked. | thought that in order to make art
out of their dialogue, | had to change it, make it in-
to something different. Once | learned to value
and respect my characters, | could really hear

them. | let them start talking.”

— August Wilson

August Wilson never formally studied theater. He
often explained that he got his education from the
four Bs: the blues, the art of painter Romare Bearden,
a fellow Pittsburgher, and the writing of poet Amiri
Baraka and writer/poet Jorge Luis Borges. “The foun-
dation of my playwriting is poetry,” Wilson once said.
He credited blues great Bessie Smith’s “Nobody in
Town Can Bake a Sweet Jelly Roll Like Mine” as among
the most influential songs in his work. He said hearing
it the first time was a defining moment: it made him
recognize the poetry in the everyday language of Black
America and gave him the inspiration and freedom to
use that language in his own writing.

Wilson began his artistic life as a poet at age 20. He
sought out the poetry in everyday life. He spent time
in restaurants, barbershops, and on the streets of
“The Hill,” listening to the residents’ voices and sto-
ries. Wilson would later draw on these voices and his-
tories to create unforgettable characters in his plays.
He began writing plays because his ideas no longer fit
in poems. “l needed a larger canvas,” Wilson said.

Wilson had a great impact on the careers of actors
who got their start in his plays. As a playwright, he
essentially became one of the greatest job creators for
Black actors in the late 20th century. There’s an entire
August Wilson family of thespians — referred to by
some as Wilson’s Warriors — who have embodied and
celebrated his works.



THE CENTURY CYCLE IN DECADE ORDER

1900s — GEM OF THE OCEAN: Aunt Ester carries nearly 300 years of
memories for the people of the Hill District, and helps one man find
himself within a turbulent history.

1910s — JOE TURNER’S COME AND GONE: Herald Loomis arrives in
the Hill District after working on Joe Turner’s chain gang, and his jour-
ney becomes a search for the meaning of his past and the possibilities
for his future.

1920s — MA RAINEY’S BLACK BOTTOM: Rich in cultural gifts, but
poor in opportunities, four musicians share jokes, bitter barbs,
mounting tension, and the blues as they wait for their lead singer in a
Chicago recording studio. It is the only play of the cycle not set in the
Hill District.

1930s — THE PIANO LESSON: A sister and brother wrestle over
whether to sell or keep a piano that was acquired during slavery
through the sale of two of their ancestors.

August Wilson's

Century Cycle
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AUGUST WILSON

One of America's greatest playwrights, August Wilson (1945-2005) is renowned for his
Pittsburgh Cycle {or Century Cycle), 10 plays that explore the Black experience with
each play taking place in a different decade of the 20th century, Those plays, in arder
of the decades In which they are set, are Gem of the Ocean, Joe Tumer's Come and
Gane, Ma Rainey’s Biack Bottom, The Plano Lesson (Pulitzer Prize), Seven Guitars,
Fences (Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award), fwo Jrains Running, Jitney (Tony Award and
Great Britain's Ofivier Award), Alng Hedlley /I, and Radlie Golf: Wilson was bom in Pitts-
RUNNING 11°1} B burgh's Hill District, and with the exception of Ma Raingy’s Black Bottom, which is set
In Chicago, all the plays in the cycle take place in his hometown.

One of America’s greatest playwrights, August Wilson (1945-2005) is renowned for his
Pittsburgh Cycle (or Century Cycle), 10 plays that explore the Black experience with
each play taking place in a different decade of the 20th century. Those plays, in order
of the decades in which they are set, are Gem of the Ocean, Joe Tumer's Come and
Gone; Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, The Piano Lesson (Pullizer Prize), Seven Guitars,

Fences (Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award), Two Trains Running, Jitney (Tony Award and
T RAI N s : Great Britain's Olivier Award), Aing Hedley If, and Radiio Golf. Wilson was bom in Pitts-
RUNNING | B burgh's Hill District, and with the exception of Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, which is set
In Chicago, all the plays in the cycle take place in his hometown.

1940s — SEVEN GUITARS: As six friends try to make sense of a young
blues musician’s untimely murder, they celebrate their lives together
while riffing on their hopes, dreams, and frustrations.

1950s — FENCES: Troy Maxson must reconcile his high aspirations with
his personal disappointments and experience of discrimination.

1960s — TWO TRAINS RUNNING: Regular customers sit in a restaurant
and discuss their views on work, faith, and race relations, wondering
how much has really changed for them by the end of the decade.

1970s — JITNEY: In an unofficial taxi station threatened with demoli-
tion, an assorted group of drivers tell stories, argue, and dream as they
come and go, hustling to make a living.

1980s — KING HEDLEY II: An ex-convict tries to rebuild his life, family,
and sense of self in a community plagued with violence and prejudice.

1990s — RADIO GOLF: Harmond Wilks has ambitious plans to redevelop
the Hill District but clashes with his partner over whether to deny the
past in the name of development, or to preserve the Hill’s history.



GEM OF THE OCEAN — December 6, 2004 — The penultimate entry in
August Wilson's 10-play cycle on African-American life in Pittsburgh Is
set in 1904, Aunt Ester, a 285-year-old former slave, takes wanderng
fugitive Citizen Barlow Into her home and guides him on a mystical
joumey toward healing his guilt over the crime he has committed,
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Phylicia Rashad  Anthony Chisholm Liss Gay Hamitton  Ruben Santiago-  John Earl Jelks

as Aunt Ester 2s Solly Two Kings as Black Mary Hudson

as Cagsar

as Citizen Barlow

JOE TURNER'S COME AND GONE ~ April 16, 2009 — August Wilson
depicts the great migration of African Americans, from the farms of the
South to the cities of the North, in this drama of folks passing through a
Pittsburgh boardinghouse In 1911 in search of identity and stabiiity.
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Aunjanue Ellis Chad Coleman  Andre Holland Emie Hudson LaTanya Richard-
as Molly as Herald Loomis as Jeremy Furlow  as Seth Holly 50n Jackson
Cunningham as Bertha Holly

Although the ninth play produced, chronologically it is the first installment of the decade-by-
decade, ten-play chronicle. The play ran at the Walter Kerr Theater on Broadway from December
6, 2004, to February 6, 2005, and received five Tony Award nominations: Best Play, Best Actress
in a Play (Phylicia Rashad as Aunt Ester), Best Scenic Design in a Play (David Gallo), Best Cos-
tume Design in a Play (Constanza Romero), Best Lighting Design in a Play (Donald Holder).

The play opened on Broadway on March 27, 1988, at the Ethel Barrymore Theatre — running for
105 performances. Directed by Lloyd Richards, the cast included Delroy Lindo as Herald Loomis
and television and movie star Angela Bassett, as his wife, Martha. A Broadway revival opened at
the Belasco Theatre on March 19, 2009, in previews and officially on April 16, closing June 14
after 69 performances. That production had six Tony Award nominations and two wins.

MA RAINEY'S BLACK BOTTOM — Octaber 11, 1984 ~ Legendary biues
musician “Ma” Rainey, an ambitious trumpeter who hopes she will
perform his arangement of her signature tune, and the rest of her band
and hangers-on make thelr music and deal with the harsh reality of their
business and iives in 1927 Chicago.
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Ma Rainey’'s
Black Botiomy:

Theresa Memitt  Charles S, Dutton  Joe Seneca

Robert Judd

as Ma Rainey as Levee as Toledo

a5 Cutler

MA RAINEY'S BLACK BOTTOM — February 6, 2003 — Legendary blues
musician “Ma" Rainey, an ambitious trumpeter who hopes she will
perform his arrangement of her signature tune, and the rest of her band
and hangers-on make their music and deal with the harsh reality of their
business and lives in 1927 Chicago.
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Whoopi Goldbesg ~ Charles S. Dutton  Carl Gordon
as Ma Rainey as Levee as Cutler

Anthony Mackie  Stephen McKin-
as Sylwester ley Henderson

The play’s Broadway debut at the Cort Theatre in 1984 won a New York Drama Critics’ Circle
award and ran for 276 performances. It received a 1985 Tony Award nomination for Best Play;
Dutton and Merritt were nominated for featured acting awards. In 2020, a film adaptation by
screenwriter Ruben Santiago-Hudson and director George C. Wolfe, starring Viola Davis, Chad-
wick Boseman, Glynn Turman, Colman Domingo, and Michael Potts was released.

A Broadway revival opened on February 6, 2003, at the Royale Theatre, featuring Charles S.
Dutton as Levee and Whoopi Goldberg as Ma. Directed by Marion McClinton, the show ran for
68 performances. For his Broadway debut, Thomas Jefferson Byrd (June 25, 1950 - October
3, 2020) received a Tony Award nomination for Best Performance by a Featured Actor in a Play
for his role as Toledo. It was the 2003 revival's only Tony nomination.



THE PIANO LESSON — April 16, 1990 — In 1936 Pittsburgh, Bemlece
Charles wants to sell the family piano to her daughter, while her brother,
Boy Willie, wants to sell it to get money to buy the land their family once
worked as slaves. A Romare Bearden painting, The Plano Lesson,
inspired Wilson to write the play.
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Mm a5 Boy Willie as Doaker 8s Lymon as Winlng Boy
as jece

SEVEN GUITARS — March 28, 1996 — In Pittsburgh's Hill District in
1948, an aspiring blues musician returns home for the woman he loves,

an ailing old man hopes for an helr to cany on his name, and three
women cope with betrayal and disappointment.
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Ruben Santiago-  Roger Robinson
Hudson as Hedley
as Canewell

The Piano Lesson received the 1990 Pulitzer Prize for Drama. A Romare Bearden painting, 7he
Piano Lesson, inspired Wilson to write a play featuring a strong female character to confront
Black history. This production received five Tony Award nominations, including Best Play and
acting noms for Merkerson, Dutton, and Carroll. The play was adapted into a film with the same
name in 1995. A 2022 revival of the play stars Samuel L. Jackson and John David Washington.

The play was nominated for the 1995 Pulitzer Prize for Drama. The Broadway production ran
from March 28, 1996, through September 8, 1996, at the Walter Kerr Theatre. The play re-
ceived eight Tony Award nominations including a win for Ruben Santiago-Hudson for Best Per-
formance by an Actor in a Featured Role in a Play. He was nominated for the Drama Desk Award
for Qutstanding Director of a Play for the Off-Broadway production of Wilson’s 7he Piano Lesson.

FENCES — March 26, 1987 — Troy Maxson, & former baseball player in
the Negro Leagues now reduced to collecting trash, must deal with his
headstrong football-player son and his wife, who reevaluates their

‘PLAYBILL

marriage when Troy comes home with the baby he fathered with another
woman. The play has won the Pulitzer Prize and Tony Awards.
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Ray Aranha
as Jim Bono.

James Earl jones  Mary Alice

Courtney B.Vance Charles Brown
as Troy Maxson as Rose as Cory as Lyons

FENCES ~ April 26, 2010 — Troy Maxson, a former baseball piayer in
the Negro Leagues now reduced to collecting trash, must deal with his
headstrong football-player son and his wife, who reevaluates their

marriage when Troy comes home with the baby he fathered with another
woman. The play has won the Pulitzer Prize and Tony Awards,
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Chris Chalk
as Cory as Lyons

Russell Homsby  Stephen McKin-

Fencesopened at the 46th Street Theatre and closed on June 26, 1988, after 525 performances.
It won the 1987 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and Tony Awards for Best Play, Best Performance by a
Leading Actor in a Play (James Earl Jones), Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Play
(Mary Alice), and Best Direction of a Play (Lloyd Richards). Courtney B. Vance and Frankie Faison
(as Gabriel Maxson) both were nominated for Best Performance by a Featured Actor in a Play.

The first Broadway revival of the play opened at the Cort Theatre on April 26, 2010, with a limited
13-week engagement. Directed by Kenny Leon, the production starred Denzel Washington (Troy
Maxson) and Viola Davis (Rose) as the married couple struggling with changing U. S. race rela-
tions. The revival was nominated for ten Tony Awards, winning three for Best Revival of a Play,
Best Actor in a Play (Denzel Washington), and Best Actress in a Play (Viola Davis).
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TWO TRAINS RUNNING — April 13, 1992 — In 1969 in Pittsburgh’s Hill
District, the owner of a local diner fights to stay open as a municipal
project encroaches on his establishment. His regulars must deal with
racial inequality and the turbulent, changing times.
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Roscoe Lea Browne  Anthony Chisholm Lamanue Fishbume Sullivan Walker  Cynthia Martells
a3 Hollowsy as Wolf asHambone asRisa

JITNEY — January 19, 2017 — Setin the early 1970s, this richly textured
piece follows a group of men trying to eke out a living by driving unli-
censed cabs, or fltneys. When the city threatens to board up the business
and the boss’ son retums from prison, tempers flare, potent secrets are
revealed and the fragile threads binding these people together may
come undone at last.
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The play was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and premiered on Broadway at the Walter
Kerr Theatre on April 13, 1992. It closed there on August 30, 1992, after 160 performances. The
play received Tony Award nominations for Best Play, Best Featured Actor in a Play (Roscoe Lee
Browne), Best Featured Actress in a Play (Cynthia Martells), and a win for Best Featured Actor in a

Play (Laurence Fishburne).

Jitneyopened on January 19, 2017, at the Samuel J. Friedman Theatre. The limited engagement
closed on March 12. The production, directed by Ruben Santiago-Hudson and co-produced by
EGOT winner John Legend, won the 2017 Tony Award for Best Revival of a Play. John Douglas
Thompson was nominated for Best Performance by an Actor in a Featured Role in a Play. Other
noms included Best Scenic Design, Best Costume Design, Best Lighting Design, and Direction.
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KING HEDLEY Il = May 1, 2001 - In the 1980s portion of August
Wilson's 10-play cycle on African-American life in Pittsburgh, an ex-
convict struggles to put the money together to open a video store and
tum his life around.
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Brian Stokes Lesiie Uggams Charles Brown Viola Davis
Mitchell as Ruby s Eimore as Tonya
As King

RADIO GOLF — May 8, 2007 — Harmond Wilks, a successful lawyer,
balances ambition and history as he announces his mayoral candidacy
and plans to develop high-end real estate on blighted properties. Radiio
Golfis the tenth and final play of August Wilson's lauded cycle about the
African-American experience in each decade of the 20th century.
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Hany Lennix Tonya Pil'lldﬂs John Ear Jelks Anthony Chisholm James A. Willlams

asHamond Wilks  as Mame Wilks s Sterling Johnson As ElderJoseph  as Roosevelt Hicks
Barlow

The play, a 2000 Pulitzer Prize for Drama finalist, opened on Broadway at the Virginia Theatre on
May 1, 2001, and closed on July 1, 2001, after 72 performances. The play, which gamered six
Tony Award noms including a win for Viola Davis, has been described as one of Wilson’s darkest,
telling the tale of a man trying to save $10,000 by selling stolen refrigerators so that he can buy
avideo store, as well as revisiting stories of other characters initially presented in Seven Guitars.

The final installment in The Century Cycle had its Broadway premiere at the Cort Theatre. It is
Wilson’s final work. The play opened on May 8, 2007, and closed on July 1, 2007, after 64 per-
formances. The Cort Theatre also was the venue where Wilson’s first Broadway play, Ma Rainey’s
Black Bottom, opened in 1984. Radjo Golf received three Tony nominations, for Best Play and
for Best Featured Actor in a Play for both Anthony Chisholm and for John Earl Jelks.



ROYALE THEATRE
242 W. 45TH ST. NYC
MA RAINEY 'S
BLACK BOTTOM

2:00 PM SAT

APR 5, 2003

Seeing a Broadway production of any of August Wilson’s plays is both a cultural
and a historical experience because of the professional talent involved and the
legacy of the playwright. Tickets aren’t always easy to come by but worth it
whenever and wherever you are able to get a seat. | was lucky to get an “up
close and personal” rush ticket on the day before Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom
closed on April 6, 2003! Rush tickets are tickets that are typically sold on the
morning of the performance at a fraction of their usual cost. You'll either have

III

to pay an in-person visit to the theatre’s box office (which | did) or (these days)
join a virtual rush queue online to purchase them. The name of the game with

rush tickets is speed. They are sold on a first-come, first-served basis.
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Fencesis by playwright August Wilson (1845-2005). Set in the 1950s, the play explores the evalving
African-American experience and examines race relations and domestic dynamics, among other
g themes. The play earned Wilson the 1887 . Fences premiered on Broadway
& in 1987 and won four Tony Awards including Best Play, Best Actor in a Play for James Earl Jones
= (Troy Maxson), and Best Featured Actress in a Play for Mary Alice (Rose). The first Broadway re-
 vival of the play opened in April 2010 and received ten Tony Award nominations and won three Tony

Awards: Best Revival of a Play, Best Performance by en Actor in a Play for Denzel Washington (Troy
Maxson), and Best Performance by an Actress in a Play for Viola Davis (Rose). The 2010 Tany Award
was Washington's first and Davis' second. Davis won her first Tony for Best Performance by a
Featured Actress in a Play for her role in another August Wilson play, Aing Hedley /| in 2001, Davis
and Washingtan bath appeared in the 2002 motion picture, Artwans Fsher.
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He was born Frederick August Kittel, Jr. in 18435 in Pittshurgh, Pennsylvania. Uespate never finishing high schoaol,
August Wilsan would go on to write under his mother's surname snd hold the distinction of having twice wan the
Pulitzer Prize, for plays depicting the African-American experience: fencesand The Fiana Lesson. Wilson set aut
o tocreate a cycle of ten plays, each concentrating on a different decade of the twentieth century. His first play,
Ma Rainay's Black Bottam, set in the 1920s, won the New York Drama Critics Circle Award, and his Jog Turoers
Lame and Gone, set in 1811 and focusing on Black migration to the North, was voted the best new play in 1988 by
the New Yark Drama Critics Circle. In 2008, Wilson died of liver cancer at the age of B0. The last play of his
cycle, Kadie Ga/f apened at Yale Rep just months before he died, and moved to Broadway in 2007. In his hanor,
Broadway's Virginia Theater has been renemed the August Wilson Thester. [n Liberty Avenue in Pittsburgh's
Cultural District, The August Wilson Center for African-American Culture opened in 2009.

One of the first “entertainment” covers | did was for August Wilson’s play Fences. At the 64th
Tony Awards held at Radio City Music hall in New York City on June 13, 2010, Fences won for
Best Revival of a Play. Denzel Washington (Troy Maxon) won Best Performance by an Actor in a
Play, and Viola Davis (Rose Maxson) won Best Performance by an Actress in a Play. | saw that
production, and all | can say is “WOW!”

The Flags of Our Nation stamp series which commemorated all 50 states, the District of Colum-
bia, and U. S. territories was a real challenge having to come up with two covers, honoring a
Black female and a Black male, for each stamp issued. But | knew from the very beginning that |
wanted to do August Wilson for the Pennsylvania stamp. And this cover has the digital color
postmark.

Only one of the plays In August Wilson's masterful American Century Cycle had never been sean on Broadway—until Jitney's run at the
Samuel J. Friedman Theatre from January 18, 2017 to March 12, 2017. Set In the early 1970s, Jitney is a richly textured piece that follows a
group of men trying to eke out a living by driving unlicensed cabs, or jitneys. When the city threatens to board up the business and the boss’
son returns from prison, tempers flare, potent secrets are revealed, and the fragile threads binding these people together may come undone
at last. On June 11, 2017, Jitney won the Tony Award for Best Revival of a Play. The play had a total of six Tony Award nominations includ-
Ing Best Performance by an Actor In a Featured Role in a Play: John Douglas Thompson, Best Scenic Design of a Play: David Gallo, Best
Costume Design of a Play: Tonl-Leslie James, Best Lighting Design of a Play: Jane Cox, and Best Direction of a Play: Ruben Santiago-
Hudson, who was instrumental in bringing the revival to the Great White Way, Grammy and Oscar winner John Legend won a Tony as co-
producer of Jitney and now Is one award away from achieving EGOT status, a.k.a. winning all four major American entertainment awards.

Television
Academy

John LEGEND

EGOT Winner

Multi-talented John Legend joined the ranks of show business’ incredibly exclusive EGOT club after his big win at the 70th Creative Arts Emmy Awards In
Los Angeles on Sunday, September 9, 2018. Lagend Is one of fewer than two dozen people to ever take home an Emmy, a GRAMMY, an Oscar, and a Tony,
the big four awards In the American entertainment industry. He won for Outstanding Variety Special (Live) as a producer of Jesus Christ Superstar Live in
Concart. He also played the title role in the NBC musical special. Amazingly, Legend was joined by Broadway legends and fellow producers Andrew Lioyd
‘Webber and Tim Rice, who also took home the final award needed for Jesus Christ Superstar Live in Concerl. The 38-year-old Legend is one of the youngest
EGOT winners and also became the first African-American man to achieve the honor In competition (six people have all four thanks to honorary swards®).
Since 2006, Legend has scored a grand total of 10 GRAMMYs including Best New Artist and Best R&B Album. He also won the Oscar for Best Original Song
In 2015 for Selma’s “Glory,” and he mast recently took home a Tony Award In 2017 as the co-producer of Jinay, which won for Best Revival of a Play. Only
four other African Americans are EGOT winners: Whoopl Goldberg (2002), *James Earl Jones (2011), *Hamry Belafonte (2014), and *Quincy Jones (2016),
Three other African Americans have won three of tha four competitive awards: Common (Lonnlg Rashid Lynn), Viola Davis, and Audra McDonald.

This cover for Jitney’s 2017 Tony win has several special connections. Ruben Santiago-Hudson
directed this production and was instrumental in bringing it to the Great White Way. He previously
won a Tony for his performance in another Wilson play, Seven Guitars. John Legend was on his
way to achieving EGOT status when he won a Tony for co-producing this revival which also fea-
tured talented actors Brandon J. Dirden and André Holland (look them up!).

John Legend was the first Black male to achieve (competitive) EGOT status for winning all four
Major American entertainment awards: Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, and Tony. James Earl Jones,
Harry Belafonte, and Quincy Jones also have EGOT status, but at least one of their awards was
non-competitive (i.e., honorary). And since this cover was made, Viola Davis, certainly no
stranger to an August Wilson play, also has achieved EGOT status.
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Big Bird, an 8'2" yellow bird who lives on Sesame Streef, has been a central character for the program's run, debuting In !heflrneplsolln. Hamlm
friends easily and can roller skate, Ice skate, dance, sing, write poetry, draw, and even ride a unicycle — pretty talented for a character i
the TV show's writer's guide as a 6-year-old. But despite this wide aray of talents, he's prone to frequent misunderstandings, like m :
alphabet is one long word. James Eari Jones (b. 1931), noted for his work on stage, film, and television, and providing the WMIWW
Star Wars series and Mufasa In Disney's The Lion King, s considered by Sesame Workshop to be the first celebrity guest on f
pedagogical inserts of the actor reciting the alphabet and g numbers app In first season episodes, Inluw

!
\\F\S)
5\\,\\

James Earl Jones
Actor Extraordinaire

On June 11, 2017, James Earl Jones received the Special Tony Award for Lifetime Achlevement In the Theatre. Mark Hamill, who played Luke
Skywalker in the 1977 Star Wars movie, reunited with Jones, who voiced Luke's father Darth Vader, at the annual fete celebrating the best in
Broadway. The 65-year-old Jed| master congratulated the 86-year-old revered thespian for being honored. Jones made his Broadway debut in
the late 1850s in Sunrise at Campobello. Since that time, he has performed on stage, television, and In films and continues to receive accolades
from every corner of the entertainment industry. In addition to having won two Tony Awards for his work on Broadway In The Great White Hope
and Fences, Jones has gamered much praise for more recent stage roles Including those in the Broadway productions of On Golden Pond, Cat
on a Hot Tin Roof, Driving Miss Daisy, The Best Man, and You Can't Take It With You. He most recently starred opposite Cicely Tyson in a reviv-
al of The Gin Game. Among his numerous and distinguished awards, Jones has received the National Medal of Arts, The John F. Kennedy
Center Honor, and in 2011, The Board of Governors of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences presented him with an honorary Oscar.

James Earl Jones has been described as “one of America’s most distinguished and versatile”
actors for his performances on screen and stage, including his Tony Award-winning role as Troy
Maxon in Fences. One of Jones’ lesser known distinctions is that he is considered by Sesame
Workshop to be the first celebrity guest on Sesame Street, since pedagogical inserts of the actor
reciting the alphabet and counting numbers appeared in first season episodes.

James Earl Jones received the Special Tony Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Theatre in
2017. He made his Broadway debut in the late 1950s in Sunrise at Campobello. He won two
Tony Awards for his work in 7he Great White Hope (1968) and Fences (1987) and has gamered
much praise for several other Broadway roles including those in On Golden Pond, Cat on a Hot
Tin Roof, Driving Miss Daisy, The Best Man, You Can’t Take It with You, and The Gin Game.

BLACK HERITAGI

Brdway.‘.. -
‘James Earl Jones Theater

When you've been Darth Vader and arguably the best father Disney has ever created in an animated film, your ticket to cultural inmortality has been punched. Howev-
er, James Earf Jones is also a legend of the stage as well as screen, and now he's got a theater named in his honor, too. The Cort Theatre on Broadway in New York City
has now been renamed in honor of the 91-year-old entertainer. The James Earl Jones Theater's marquee was revealed on September 12, 2022, to mark the comple-
tion of the theater's $47 million renovation and expansion. The original theater was built in 1912 for impresario John Cort. An annex to the west of the theater was
built between 2021 and 2022, The new Jones has 1,092 seats across three levels and is operated by the Shubert Organization. Both the facade and Interior of the
theater are New York City designated landmarks. Jones, who was mute for much of his early years and had to avercome a stutter, spoke his first line ever on Broadway
in 1958 as Edward the butler in Dore Schary's Sunrise at Campobelio in the theater that now bears his name. His first and only line was “Mrs. Rooseveit, supper is
served.” Jones s just the secand Black American (alongside August Wilson) to have his name on a Broadway theater. Additionally, the Brooks Atkinson Theatre is to
be renamed for singer and actress Lena Home later in 2022, Ohip State Murders will open in 2022 as the first production in the restored James Earl Jones
Theater. The play, written by Adrienne Kennedy, directed by Kenny Leon, and staming Audra McDonald, will mark the playwright's Broadway debut at the age of 91.

Pl eritr Horne

...on Broadway...

. Llena Horne Theater

As a female actor, singer, and civil rights activist of the 20th century, Lena Home shattered glass ceilings for a living. Now, she's the first Black woman in American
history and the third Black American (along with August Wilson and James Earl Jones) to have a Broadway theater named in her honor. Many of Home's peers and
those she Influenced gathered at the former Mansfield Theatre (which was renamed the Brooks Atkinson Theatre in 1960 after the farmer New York Times theater
critic) at 256 West 47th Street now bearing her name for the ceremony on November 1, 2022, Bom in Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn in 1917, Lena Home started
singing at Harlem's renowned Cotton Club when she was 16. Her Broadway debut the following year in Dance With Your God's led to Hollywood — where she signed a
seven-year contract with MGM in 1942, the first Black American to have a major movie studio contract, where her films Included Panama Hattle, Cabin in the Sky, and
TT the Clouds Roll By. Home performed the title song of Stormy Weatherfor 20th Century Fox, while on loan from MGM. Home marched in Washington, D.C., in 1963
and performed all over America for the National Council for Negro Women, She won Grammys, Emmys, and Tony Awards, and an NAACP Image Award, before dying of
heart failure at 92 years oid in 2010. In 2018, Home became the 41st honoree In the Black Heritage stamp seres. The Tony Award-winning SIX: The Musicalabout
the six wives of Henry VIl Is the current production at the Lena Home Theatre which has 1,069 seats across two levels.

The Cort Theatre on Broadway in New York City was renamed the James Earl Jones Theater on
September 12, 2022. Jones spoke his first line ever on Broadway in 1958 as Edward the butler
in Dore Schary’s Sunrise at Campobello in the very theater that now bears his name. His first
and only line was “Mrs. Roosevelt, supper is served.” Jones is just the second Black American
(alongside August Wilson) to have his name on a Broadway theater.

In 1958, Lena Horne became the first Black woman to be nominated for a Tony Award. She is
the first Black woman in American history and third Black American (along with August Wilson
and James Earl Jones) to have a Broadway theater named in her honor. Since November 1,
2022, the former Mansfield Theatre (renamed the Brooks Atkinson Theatre in 1960 after the
former New York Timestheater critic) at 256 West 4 7th Street now bears her name.
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They are clever, kind to others, and like to join in a venture career. Denzel
Hayes Washington, Jr. was born on December 28, 1954 in Mount
Vernon. New York. He holds the record (six so far] for most Oscar nomi-
nations and most wins (two so far) by an actor or actress of African de-
scent and has starred on Broadway in Julius Caesar, August Wilson's
Fences (Tony Award), and Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin ir the Sun.
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Roscoe Lee Browne (May 2, 1922 - April 11, 2007) was an American actor — stage, film, and TV — and director, known for his rich voice and dignified
bearing. Black people appeared as stereotyped, one-dimensional characters in Alfred Hitchcock's films, except in Topaz, where Roscoe Lee Browne plays
Philippe Dubois, who is both intelligent and clever. Topaz is a 1968 American espionage thriller directed by Hitchcock. Based on the 1967 Cold War novel
Topaz by Leon Uris, the film is about a French intellig agent who b in the Cold War politics of the events leading up to the 1962
Cuban Missile Crisis and entrusts a familiar contact, Philippe Dubois (Roscoe Lee Browne) to get hold of some seriously damaging papers concerning
Soviet plans in Cuba from the visiting Cuban official Rico Parra (John Vernon). Parra is in New York to appear at the United Nations and stays at the Hotel
Theresa in Harlem to show solidarity with the African American community, which the Cuban Communists and their Soviet masters frequently propagan-
dize as "the masses.” Dubois, taking the identity of a Black journalist from Ebony magazine, sneaks into the hotel, which is seething with visitors and
surrounded by an enthusiastic mob. He bribes Parra's secretary into taking the documents from Parra's office to photograph, but Parra realizes the plans
are gone and catches Dubois photographing the documents. While being chased by and shot at by Cuban revol| Dubois purposefully bumps into
Devereaux -- who was watching events from the other side of the street - and slips the camera into his hand. A Cuban guard helps Devereaux to get up,
stares at him, and lets him go. Dubois’ photos confirm that the Soviets are secretly transporting and placing missiles in Cuba.

Roscoe Lee Browne

August Wilson and his plays are connected to so many Black actors who themselves are con-
nected to the theater. Denzel Washington certainly is known for his movie career, and he holds
the record for most-nominated Black actor in Oscars history. But he also has starred on Broad-
way in Checkmates (1988, debut), Julius Caesar (2005), August Wilson’s Fences (2010, Tony
Award), Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun(2014), and The lceman Cometh(2018).

Roscoe Lee Browne, known for his rich voice and dignified bearing, is one of the few Black actors
to have a significant role in a Hitchcock movie. As a stage actor, Browne performed in several
productions with New York City’s Shakespeare Festival Theater. He also was in August Wilson’s
Two Trains Running and received a Tony Award nomination for Best Featured Actor in a Play for
his performance as “Holloway.” The play also was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Drama.

2013 Tony Award Winners

]  whose is to revisit home and recapture |

{ i by an Actor in a Leading Role in a Musical for his portrayal of Lola, a fierce drag
queen who helps a struggling shoe factory, in KINKY BOOTS; and COURTNEY B, VANCE — Best Performance by an Actor in a Featured
Role in a Play for his portrayal of Hap Hairston, one of the editors of a Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist who exposes police brutality
against Haitian immigrant Abner Louima, in LUCKY GUY.

Courtney B. Vance
Wins 2016 Emmy

‘. i At the 68th Emmy Awards on Sunday, September 18, 2016, Courtney B. Vance

+ walked away with the Emmy award (his first) for Lead Actor in a Limited Series or
Movie for The People v. 0.J. Simpson: American Crime Story on FX. The Tony
Award-winning actor has been in the game for decades, but this time he had the
opportunity to shine in a role he was born to play, as the charismatic Johnnie
B Cochran, the head defense attorney in the O.J. Simpson murder trial.

Courtney B. Vance started his career on stage before moving to film and television. He starred in
the original productions of August Wilson’s Fences, eaming his first Tony Award nomination (as
Cory Maxson) for Best Performance by a Featured Actor in a Play. He continued acting on Broad-
way in John Guare’s Six Degrees of Separationin 1990 and Nora Ephron’s Lucky Guy for which
he won a Tony as Hap Hairston who helped expose police brutality against Abner Louima.

In 1985, Courtney B. Vance started his acting career on the stage as Cory Maxson in the Yale
Repertory Theatre production of August Wilson’s Pulitzer Prize-winning and Tony Award for Best
Play-winning play Fences. From 1987 to 1988, Vance continued the role on Broadway oppo-
site James Earl Jones where he won a Clarence Derwent Award for his performance. He also was
nominated for the Tony Award for Best Featured Actor in a Play for his role.
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Helen Hayes (1300-1883), en ectress whose career spanned almost 70 years, wes
£ ricknamed “The First Lady of the American Thester” end wes one of twelve people who
g have won an Emmy, a Grammy, an Ul:sr sﬂd 8 Tony Award. Since 1884, the annual
Helen Hayes Awards have r in praf | theater in the greater
Washingtan, 0. C. area. The 200 recipient for [Immndmg Non-Resident Production is
Thurgood, and Lavrence Fishburne is the recipient for Outstanding Lead Actor, Non-
Resident Production for his portrayal of U. S. Supreme Court Justice T. Marshall,

LAURENCE FISHBURNE

Quib, In lts awards-season debut, picked up two trophies at the Creative Arts Emmy Awards on
Thursday night, September 17, 2020. Both were for the weh series #FrseRayshawn, a pollce
drama from executive producer Antoine Fuqua. Laurence Fishbume (b. 1961) and Jasmine
Cephas Jones won the acting awards in the Emmys short-form category which is open to original
programs with an average episode running time of 2-17 minutes, That's right in Quibl's sweet
spot, as It presents “quick bite” episodes of around 10 minutes sach designed for smartphones.
In #FreeRayShawn, Fishbume, as police ieutenant Steven Polnsy, finds himself at the center of a

very public standoff with a suspect (Stephan James/ If Beale Street Could Talk) who believes he's
the only person who can keep him from being gunned down by police without any chance of
=8 pleading his case. This was Fishbume's ﬂmﬂﬂ! Emmy nominatlon and third career Emmy win.
Stephan James was up against F

Laurence Fishburne won a Tony Award for Best Featured Actor in a Play for his role as “Sterling”
in August Wilson’s 7o Trains Running. The play was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Drama.
Fishburne also was nominated for a Tony Award for Best Actor in a Play for his one-person show
Thurgood. Fishburne’s other Broadway performances include Short Eyes (1985), The Lion in
Winter(1999), Fences(2006), and American Buffalo(2022).

Laurence Fishburne’s many other roles have ranged from Cowboy Curtis on Pee-wee’s Playhouse
to Morpheus, the hacker-mentor of Neo, in the science fiction film series 7/e Matrix. His filmog-
raphy includes Combread, Earl, and Me, Apocalypse Now; The Color Purple, School Daze, Boyz n
the Hood, What's Love Got to Do with It, Othello, Akeelah and the Bee; Ride Along, John Wick,
The Tuskegee Airmen; Miss Evers’ Boys; Black-isir, and #FreeRayshawn.

Gbimahﬁoﬁingo i Emmy Wmner

On September 4, 2022, during the Creative Arts Emmy Ceremony, Colman Domingo was awarded the 2022 Creative Arts Emmy for Outstanding Guest Actor in a
Drama Serles for his work on HBO's Euyphoria. This Is the 52-year-old performer’s first Emmy nomination and win following a quarter century’s worth of small screen
credits. 7he Walking Dead'alum, who also s an accomplished playwright, was glven this honor based on his brief yet powerful performance in the second-season
Eupheria episode “Ruminations: Big and Little Bullys." In the installment, his recovering addict character All Muhammad clashes with his Narcotics Anonymous
sponsee, Rue Bennett (Zendaya), who rebuffs his friendship by bringing up sensitive details about his checkered past. After Billy Porter (Best Drama Actor, Pose,
2018), Domingo is only the second epenly gay Black man to ever win an acting Emmy. He also is the ninth Black recipient of the Best Drama Guest Actor award,
after Laurence Fishbume (778eCa, 1993), Paul Winfield (Picket Fences, 1995), Charles S. Dutton (The Practics, 2002; Without & Trace, 2003), Giynn Turman (/n
Treatment, 2008), Joe Morton (Scandal, 2014), Reg E. Cathey (House of Cards, 2015), Ron Cephas Jones (This /s Us, 2018 and 2020), and Courtney B.
Vance (Lovecrait Country, 2021). Zendaya won an Emmy for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama, her second for playing Rue Bennett. Additionally, Euphorfawon
four other Creative Arts Emmys for choreography, cinematography, makeup, and editing.
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Moonlight

Oscar Winner — Best Picture

At the 89th Academy Awards in Los Angeles on February 26, 2017, Moonlight won the best picture Oscar after a mix-up announcing La
La Land as the winner. Moonlight, about a poor Black boy growing up in the projects of Miami and grappllng with his sexuality, was
directed by Barry Jenkins and written by Jenkins and Tarell Alvin McCraney, based on the previously blished play In M

Black Boys Look Blue by McCraney. It stars Trevante Rhodes, André Holland, Janelle Monbe Ashton Sanders, Naomie Harris
(nominated for the Best Supporting Actress Oscar), and Mahershala Ali. Moonlight received wide acclaim upon its release and at the
T4th Golden Globe Awards won Best Motion Picture ~ Drama, and was nominated in five other categories. The film received eight
Oscar nominations, winning Best Picture, Best Supporting Actor for Ali, and Best Adapted Screenplay for Jenkins and McCraney. The
film's editor, Joi McMillon, became the first Black woman to be nominated for an editing Oscar (alongside co-editor Nat Sanders), and
Ali became the first Muslim to win an acting Oscar. Moonlight also became the first film with an all-Black cast, the first LGBTQ film,
and the second lowest-grossing film domestically (behind The Hurt Locker) to win the Academy Award for Best Picture.

In 2020, Colman Domingo received acclaim for his role as “Cutler” in the Netflix adaptation
of August Wilson’s play Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom starring Viola Davis (an August Wilson alum)
and Chadwick Boseman. Domingo is the ninth Black recipient of the Emmy Award for Best Dra-
ma Guest Actor after other August Wilson alums Laurence Fishburne, Charles S. Dutton, Glynn
Turman, and Courtney B. Vance. Domingo also has directed a production of Seven Guitars.

André Holland portrayed Kevin Jones in Moonlight which won the best picture Oscar at the 89th
Academy Awards in 2017. Holland also was “Youngblood” in August Wilson’s Jitney which won
the 2017 Tony Award for Best Revival of a Play. Holland also has performed in other stage pro-
ductions including Blue Door, Wig Out!, The Brother/Sister Plays, and Othello. McCraney also
wrote the screenplay for the 2019 American sports drama, High Flying Bird, starring Holland.
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Guinan (played by Whoopi Goldberg) was a my der who ran Ten Forward, the lounge aboard the U.S.S. Enterprise-D. She was well known
for her wise counsel, which proved invaluable many times. Guinan was an El-Aurian, a race of “listeners” who were scattered by the Borg. The subse-
dmpm md tllnhgrlﬂon of her pwph, and even their traditional clothing, that Guinan still wears, are interpreted as a reference to questions about
first appears In ST: The Next Generation’s second-season opening episode “The Child” and several times over the

next four seasons; she ﬁnu not appear at all in the seventh season. She is said to have the closest relationship with Captain Jean-Luc Picard.
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PHYLICIA RASHAD

% The 75th annual Tony Awards were held June 12, 2022, to honor the top performances from the theater industry. The ceremo-
ny was held at Radio City Music Hall in New York City and was hosted by Academy Award winner and Tony Award® nominee
Ariana DeBose. Phylicia Rashad (b. June 19, 1948) retumad to as Fayein Theatre Club’s
premiere of Skafeton Crew, wiitten by Tony Award® nominee Dominique Morisseau and directed by Tony Award® win-
ner Ruben Santiago-Hudson. In 2008 Detroit, a small automotive factory is on the brink of foreciosure, and a tight knit family
of workers hangs in the balance. With uncertainty everywhere, the line between biue collar and white collar becomes blurred,
and this working family must reckon with their personal loyalties, their instincts for survival and their uitimate hopes for
humanity. Phylicia Rashad's Broadway credits include Cat on & Hot Tin Roof, Jelly's Last Jam, Into the Woods, The Wiz,
and more. She won a Tony for lead actress in a play for her role as Lena Younger in Lorraine Hansbemy's A Raisin
i the Sun(2004) and was nominated again for the same award the following year for August Wilson's Gem of the Ocean.

Whoopi Goldberg starred in the title role in the 2003 Broadway revival of August Wilson’s Ma Rainey’s Black Bot-
tom. Goldberg, an EGOT (recipient of Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, and Tony Awards), is no stranger to Broadway. She
began her career on stage in 1983 with her one-woman show, Spook Show, which transferred to Broadway under
the title Whoopi Goldberg, running from 1984 to 1985. She has starred in the Broadway revival of the musical A
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. She won a Tony Award as a producer of the musical 7horoughly
Modern Millie. In 2011, she received her third Tony Award nomination for the stage adaptation of SisterAct.

Phylicia Rashad most recently returned to Broadway as Faye in the premiere of Skeleton Crew, directed by Tony
Award® winner (and August Wilson alum) Ruben Santiago-Hudson. Rashad’s Broadway credits include Caton
a Hot Tin Roof, Jelly’s Last Jam, Into the Woods, The Wiz, and Dreamgirls. She won a Tony for lead actress in a
play as Lena Younger in 4 Raisin in the Sun (2004) and was nominated for the same award the following year
for August Wilson’s Gem of the Ocean. Her Skeleton Crew co-star, Brandon J. Dirden, also was in the 2017
Tony Award-winning revival of Jitney.

Viola Davis
MAKES EMMYS HISTORY

Viola Davis made history at the 2015 Emmy Awards on Sunday, September 20, 2015. The 50-year-old actress-producer won Qutstanding Lead Actress in a
Drama for her role as Annalise Keating, a prominent criminal defense attomey and a law professor, in How to Get Away With Murder, making her the first
African-American woman to ever win the award in that category. In her acceptance speech, Davis quoted Harriet Tubman, "In my mind, | see a line. And
over that line, | see green fields and lovely flowers and beautiful White women with their arms stretched out to me over that line, but | can't seem to get
there no how. | can't seem to get over that line." Let me tell you thing,” the actress d, "the only thing that separates women of color from
anyone else is opportunity. You cannot win an Emmy for roles that are simply not there." This was the first win and nomination for the Julliard-trained
actress, who ended her speech by thanking the Television Academy for the award. The Tubman reference was apropos, as Davis is developing a movie
about her for HBO.
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Viola Davis
Achieves EGOT Status

On Sunday, February 5, 2023, actress and producer Viola Dawvis, the most nominated Black
actress in history, won a Grammy Award for Best Audio Book, Narration, and Storytelling Re-
cording for her memoir Finding Me. In doing o, she became the 18th show business star to
achieve legendary EGOT status, a term coined by Philip Michael Thomas In 1984 for peaple who
have won an Emmy, a Grammy, an Oscar, and a Tony Award, the four major American entertain-
ment awards (EGOT). In 2001 and 2010, Davis won Tony awards for het roles in the plays Xing
Hedlley I/and Fences, and later won an Oscar for the movie adaptation of Fencesin 2016. She
also won an Emmy for her lead role in How fo Get Away with Murderin 2015. Davis’ fellow
nominees this year included Lin-Manue! Miranda, Jamie Foxx, and one of the other 17 members
of the EGOT club, Mel Brooks. Also among the coveted list of competitive EGOT recipients are
Rita Moreno, Audrey Hepbum, Whoopi Goldberg, Robert Lopez, John Legend, Andrew Lioyd
Webber, and Jennifer Hudson. Three other Black entertainers, Hary Belafonte, James Earl
Jones, and Quincy Jones, received EGOT status In non-competitive awards.

Viola Davis is one of four Black performers to have won competitive awards to achieve EGOT status — Emmy,
Grammy, Oscar, and Tony awards. Whoopi Goldberg, John Legend, and Jennifer Hudson are the other Black
EGOTs. Davis was nominated for the Tony Award for Best Featured Actress in a Play for her role as Vera in the
1996 Broadway production of August Wilson’s Seven Guitars. She won the same Tony Award for her role as
Tonya in the 2001 Broadway production of August Wilson’s Aing Hedlley /l. Davis won the 2010 Tony Award for
Best Leading Actress in a Play for her role as Rose Maxson in the Broadway revival of August Wilson’s Fences.

Viola Davis is the sole Black American to achieve the Triple Crown of Acting — a competi-
tive Academy Award (Oscar), Emmy Award, and Tony Award in the acting categories, the highest
accolades recognized in American film, television, and theater, respectively. Davis has won two
Tony Awards from three nominations, all for performances in plays by August Wilson. She later
won an Oscar for the movie adaptation for Fencesin 2016.



ADRIENNE KENNEDY

— Funnyhouse of a Negro
SUZAN-LORI PARKS
— Topdog/Underdog
LYNN NOTTAGE

— Ruined, Sweat

NTOZAKE SHANGE

When the Rainbow Is Enuf
ALICE CHILDRESS

ANNA DEAVERE SMITH
~— Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992

JACKIE SIBBLIES DRURY

— Fairview

PEARL CLEAGE
— Blues for an Alabama Sky
KATARI HALL

@PBlack Playwrights

— For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/

— Wedding Band: A Love/Hate Story in Black and White

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE
JANUARY 28, 2021 PITTSBURGH, PA (5290

African-American playwrights have a long tradition of being at the forefront of
pushing the art form of the American theater into new artistic, political, and
popular territory with plays that are doggedly realistic, bitingly satirical, starkly
allegorical, or wildly expressionistic, telling unconventionally theatrical stories
about characters with evocative names and symbolic resonance, and all of them

— The Mountaintop 6°

Female Black Playwrights

reflect the Black Experience.
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1930 - 1965

They are clever, kind to others, and like to join in a venture career. She
was born Lorraine Vivian Hansberry 3rd on May 19, 1930, in Chicago,
llinois. In 1959, A Raisin in the Sun, which was inspired by her family’s
battle against housing segregation laws in 1930s Chicago, opened at the
Barrymore Theater, the first Broadway play written by an African Ameri-
can woman. Hansberry went on to write Les Blancs and The Sign in Sid-
ney Brusteins Window. Her other works include the screenplay Oninking
Gourd and the autobiographical piece 7o Be Young, Gifted, and Black.

"Oh, what | think | must tell this
1 world...so many truths.”
| — l_orramc Hansbcrry
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Loraine Vivian Hansbeny (May 19, 1930 - January 12, 1965) was the first African-American female author to have a play performed on Broadway. Her best known
work, the play A Raisin in the Sun, hi the lives of Black A living under racial in Chicago. The title was taken from the poem “Harlem”
by Langston Hughes: “What happens to a dream deferred? Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?" At 29, Hansberry won the New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award —
the first African-American dramatist, the fifth woman, and the youngest playwright to do so. She also was nominated for the Tony Award for Best Play, among the
four Tony Awards that the play was nominated for in 19680, A 1973 Broadway musical based on A Raisin in the Sun, entitled Aaisin, won two Tony Awards, includ-
IJBBH{ Iluuai In 2004, A Raisin in the Sunwas revived on Broadway and won two Tony Awards for actresses Phylicia Rashad and Audra McDonald. In 2014, the

againina Denzel Washington and directed by Kenny Leon; it won three Tony Awards, for Best Revival of a Play, Best
Femmdmm a Play for Suphie Okonedo, and Best Direction of a Play. Hansbeny inspired the song by Nina Simone entitied "To Be Young, Gifted, and Black,"
which also was the title of Hansbemy's autoblographical play. Her only other play given a Broadway production was. Te Sign in Siiney Brustein's Window.

For nearly 40 years, Lorraine Hansberry’s reputation has rested on 4 Raisin in the Sun, a poign-
ant work about a Black family struggling to move into the middle class. Dead at 35, Hansherry
completed only one other play, 7he Sign In Sidney Brustein's Window, about a man and his
pitfalls in life and struggles in Bohemian culture. It encompasses themes of marriage, Judaism,
race, suicide, homosexuality, political corruption, interracial love, and prostitution.

The play premiered October 15, 1964, and received mixed reviews. Hansberry who was ill at the
time died before the end of its run. The play’s original production starred Gabriel Dell and Rita
Moreno as Sidney and Iris Brustein respectively. It was revived on Broadway only once in 1972
before the 2023 revival starring Oscar Isaac and Rachel Brosnahan which received a nomination
for the Tony Award for Best Revival of a Play.
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Lynn Nottage (b. 1964) won the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for drama for
her play Ruined, a hard-hitting tale of survival set among the
deni of a Congolese bar and bordello. The play, based on
interviews Nottage conducted in Africa, revolves around young
| women who have been raped and brutalized, casualties of the
4 decades-long war in Democratic Republic of the Congo. Nottage
was born in Brooklyn and is a graduate of Brown University and
the Yale School of Drama. Her plays include Crumbs From the
" Table of Joy, Las Meninas, Fabulation, Por'Knockers, in_d
Intimate Apparel which starred Tony Award-winner Viola Davis
in the lead. Davis received a 2008 Academy Award nomination
for her role in the film Doubt.

Lynn Nottage

2009 Pulitzer Prize Winner for Drama
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Lynn Nottage

2017 Pulitzer Prize for Drama

Lynn Nottage's (b. 1964) Sweat, which won the 2017 Pulitzer Prize for drama, explores how the shutdown of a Pennsylvania factory
leads to the breakdown of friendship and family, and a devastating cycle of violence, prejudice, poverty, and drugs. The Pulitzer com-
mittee lauded Sweat for a nuanced yet powerful drama that reminds audiences of the stacked deck still facing workers searching for
the American dream. The play premiered Off Broadway at the Public Theatre on November 3, 2016, and had its official Broadway debut
at Studio 54 on March 26, 2017. Nottage makes history as the first female playwright to win the prestigious award twice. She is the
writer of Intimate Apparel, By The Way, Meet Vera Stark, and Ruined, which also won the Pulitzer in 2009. The drama award includes a
$15,000 prize. Previous playwrights honored include August Wilson, Eugene O'Neill, Arthur Miller, Tennessee Williams, and recent
winners Suzan-Lori Parks for Topdog/Underdog, the first Black woman to win for drama, and Lin-Manuel Miranda for Hamilton,

A rain forest bar and brothel in the brutally war-torn Congo is the setting for Lynn Nottage's ex-
traordinary play, which won the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, inspired by real interviews. The
establishment’s shrewd matriarch, Mama Nadi, keeps peace between customers from both
sides of the civil war, as government soldiers and rebel forces alike choose from her inventory of
women, many already “ruined” by rape and torture when they were pressed into prostitution.

In one of the poorest cities in America, Reading, Pennsylvania, a group of down-and-out factory
workers struggle to keep their present lives in balance, ignorant of the financial devastation
looming in their near future. Based on Nottage’s extensive research and interviews with resi-
dents of Reading, Sweat —which won the 2017 Pulitzer Prize for drama — is a topical reflection
of the present and poignant outcome of America’s economic decline.
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Renowned poet and playwright Ntozake Shange was born Paulette L. Williams in Trenton, New Jersey, in 1948. In 1966, Shange enrolled
at Bamnard College in New York City. She married during her first year in college, but the marriage did not last long. Depressed over her
separation and with a strong sense of bitterness and alienation, she attempted suicide. In 1971, having come to terms with her depres-
sion and alienation, Shange changed her name. In Xhosa, Nfozake means “she who has her own things” (literally “things that belong to
her") and Shange means "he/she who walks/lives with llons™ (meaning “the lion's pride” in Zulu). Shange presented her groundbreaking
choreopoem, “For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/hen the Rainbow Is Enuf,” in 1875; it became an off-Broadway play in
1976, and Tyler Perry wrote, produced, and directed a film adaptation in 2010. Shange coined choreopoem to describe her work in “For
Colored Girls," a dramatic expression blending poetry, dance, music, and song. In addition to her Obie Award-winning choreopoem,
Shange wrote novels including Sassafrass, Cypress & Indigo and poetry collections like Nappy Edges. Shange died October 27, 2018,

Katori Hall
2021 Pulitzer Prize for Drama

original In its source and dealing with American life, was awarded to
and how it is p filtered through the experiences of a loving gay
couple and their edended family as they prepare for a culinary competition. Ready, set, fryl It's time for the annual “Hot Wang Festival” in Memphis, Tennessee,
and Cordell Crutchfield knows he has the wings that'll make him king. Supported by his beau Dwayne and their culinary clique, The New Wing Order, Cordell is
marinating and fidng up his frying pan in a bid to reclaim the crispy crown. When Dwayne takes in his troubled nephew however, it becomes a recipe for disaster.
Suddenly, a first place trophy isn't the only thing Cordell risks losing. Two-time Tony-nominated Memphis-native Katori Hall, an alumna of Columbia University, ART
at Harvard University, and Juilliard, s the writer and co-producer of the West End and Broadway hit, Tina: The Tina Tumer Musical. She's also the executive producer
and showrunsier of 2-VALLEY, the breakout Starz drama based on her play Pussy Valiey. Hall is, perhaps, best known for The Mountaintop which fictionalizes the
fast night In Martin Luther King's fife and won the Olivier Award for Best New Play in 2010 before opening on Broadway in October 2011 to critical acclaim.

On June 11, 2021, the Pulitzer Prize fora
Katori Hall's The Hot Wing King, 8 funny, deeply felt of Black

play by an American author, p

Though her first play — the Obie Award-winning for colored girls who have considered suicide
when the rainbow is enuf— was her greatest success, Ntozake Shange continued to weave Black
and feminist themes into poetic, often non-narrative pieces. Her 15 plays include spel/ #7, from
okra to greens, Mother Courage and Her Children (Winner of a 1981 Obie Award), Whitewash,
and Savannahland.

Katori Hall gained mainstream prominence after her play 7he Mountaintop, about Martin Luther
King Jr.’s last night before his assassination, premiered in London in 2009 to critical acclaim. In
September 2011, 7he Mountaintop opened on Broadway starring Samuel L. Jackson as MLK
and Angela Bassett as a mysterious maid. Hall’s play Hurt Village premiered in 2012 off-
Broadway, starring Tony Award winner Tonya Pinkins, who starred in August Wilson’s Radlio Golf.




Jackie Sibblies Drury

2019 Pulitzer Prize for Drama

The Pulitzer Prize was established In 1917 by Joseph Pulitzer and recognizes ts in I I drama, and music compos|
tion. The award Is administered by Columbia University. On April 15, the 2019 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, with a $15,000 cash prize, was awarded
to Jackie Sibblles Drury for her play Fainview which skewers White people's lon with Afri ypes, Fairview begins as a

yrary d tic comedy Involving a well-off Black family and ends with the Invisible fourth wall destroyed and the audience pulled down a
rabbit hole involving race and identity, The Pulitzers describe the play as “a hard-hitting drama that examines race In a highly conceptual, layered
structure, ultimately bringing audiences into the actors’ community to face deep-seated prejudices.” Falnview, which also won the 2019 Susan
Smith Blackburn Prize, which has a cash award of $25,000, premiered in 2018 In a sold-out, run at Off- ¥'s Soho Repertory in a
co-production with Berkeley Repertory Theatre. Drury, now a Brooklyn-based playwright, is a native of Plainfield, New Jersey, and a graduate of
the Brown University MFA playwriting program, receiving the David Wickham Prize in Playwriting.

In Jackie Sibblies Drury’s Fairview, Grandma’s birthday approaches. Beverly is organizing the
perfect dinner, but everything seems doomed from the start: the silverware is all wrong, the car-
rots need chopping, and the radio is on the fritz. What at first appears to be a family comedy
takes a sharp, sly turn into a startling examination of deep-seated paradigms about race in
America.

August Wilson has been nominated for the Pulitzer Prize
for Drama six times, more than any other playwright.

Fences winner (1987)

Joe Turner’s Come and Gone nominated (1989)
The Piano Lesson winner (1990)

Two Trains Running nominated (1992)

Seven Guitars nominated (1995)

King Hedley Il nominated (2000)

Lynn Nottage is the only female playwright to win the
Pulitzer Prize for Drama twice. She and Wilson are the
only playwrights of color to accomplish this feat.

“PEOPLE LOOK AT B
AT BLACK AMER)
%m THEY SAY, ‘OH, YOU pooR ngpm \WHAT
U WERE SUBJECTED TO--THAT'S SUCH A
HORRENDOUS THING. ' SURE YOU WAKT To
FORGET THAT." AND I SAY NO.NO.1DON'T WANT

HISTORY

TO FORGET THAT BECAUSE IT'S A TRIUNPH.

BLACK AMERICA 1S A
TREMENDOUS TRIUMPH.

-AUGUST WILSON



FUNNYHOUSE OF A NEGRO - ADRIENNE KENNEDY

In Funnyhouse of a Negro, a Black woman awakens in a phantasmagoric rooming
house where she is visited by the Duchess of Hapsburg, Queen Victoria, Patrice Lu-
mumba, and Jesus Christ. Only she and Lumumba are not dressed in white; she has a
White fixation and wants to become Whiter and Whiter. She harangues against her
father who gave her a jungle strain and then sold out to White harlotry, dreams of
returning to Africa to save the continent, and hangs herself amid swirling conflicts
and desires, a victim of a nightmare world. The play opened off-Broadway in 1964
and won the Obie Award for Distinguished Play. The play shared this award
with Amiri Baraka’s Dutchman.

TOPDOG/UNDERDOG - SUZAN-LORI PARKS

Topdog/Underdog is a darkly comic fable of brotherly love and family identity, Suzan-
Lori Parks’ riff on the way we are defined by history. The play tells the story of Lincoln
and Booth, two brothers whose names were given to them as a joke, foretelling a
lifetime of sibling rivalry and resentment. Haunted by the past, Lincoln and Booth
Topdog/
Underdog opened off-Broadway at the Public Theater on July 26, 2001, and closed

are forced to confront the shattering reality of their future.
on September 2, 2001. Directed by George C. Wolfe, the play starred Don
Cheadle (as Booth) and Jeffrey Wright (as Lincoln). The play opened on Broadway at
the Ambassador Theatre on April 7, 2002, and closed on August 11, 2002. Cheadle
was replaced by Mos Def; direction was again by George C. Wolfe. The play won the
2002 Pulitzer Prize for Drama. In 2022, the play returned to Broadway 20 years after
its initial debut, with stars Corey Hawkins and Yahya Abdul-Mateen Il nominated for

Tony Awards and the play itself nominated for Best Revival of a Play.
ECLIPSED - DANAI GURIRA

Eclipsed takes place in 2003 and tells the story of five Liberian women and their tale
of survival near the end of the Second Liberian Civil War. It became the first play
with an all-Black and female creative cast and team to premiere on Broadway. Guri-
ra’s inspiration for the play was a photo of Black Diamond, a female Liberian freedom
fighter. The play marked the Broadway debut for Academy Award winner and Tony
Award-nominated Lupita Nyong'o, who turned down Hollywood films to bring the
production to Broadway. Emmy Award winner Uzo Aduba had a role in the play’s
production at the Wooly Mammoth Theatre in Washington, D. C. In 2021, Aduba
starred in Lynn Nottage’s play Clyde’s on Broadway for which she received a Tony
Award for Best Featured Actress in a Play nomination.

TROUBLE IN MIND - ALICE CHILDRESS

Childress (1916-1994) an actress and a playwright, was the first African-American
woman to have a play professionally produced in New York City, Gold Through the
Trees, in 1952, and the first woman to win an Obie for Best Play, for Trouble in Mind,
in 1956, which is about the troubled Broadway production of a fictional anti-lynching
play. Trouble in Mind returned to Broadway sometime in 2021 and marked Childress’
Broadway debut as a playwright (she had several Broadway credits as an actress).

TWILIGHT: LOS ANGELES, 1992 - ANNA DEAVERE SMITH

From acclaimed playwright Anna Deavere Smith, a captivating work of dramatic litera-
ture and a unique first-person portrait of a pivotal moment in American history: the
1992 Los Angeles riots. Twilight is a stunning work of "documentary theater" that
explores the devastating human impact of the five days of riots following the Rodney
King verdict. From nine months of interviews with more than two hundred people,
Smith has chosen the voices that best reflect the diversity and tension of a city in tur-
moil: a disabled Korean man, a White male Hollywood talent agent, a Panamanian
immigrant mother, a teenage Black gang member, a macho Mexican-American artist,
Rodney King’s aunt, beaten truck driver Reginald Denny, former Los Angeles police
chief Daryl Gates, and other witnesses, participants, and victims. Twilight ruthlessly
probes the language and the lives of its subjects, offering stark insight into the com-
plex and pressing social, economic, and political issues that fueled the flames in the
wake of the Rodney King verdict and ignited a conversation about policing and race
that continues today.

THE NACIREMA SOCIETY REQUESTS THE HONOR OF YOUR PRESENCE AT A
CELEBRATION OF THEIR FIRST ONE HUNDRED YEARS - PEARL CLEAGE

In the winter of 1964, ten years after the Montgomery bus boycott, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., is planning a massive voter registration drive that promises to put the city
back at the center of the Civil Rights Movement. Among those watching closely is
Grace Dunbar, pillar of Montgomery’s African-American aristocrats and doyenne of
the Nacirema Society, an organization poised to celebrate its 100th anniversary by
presenting an exclusive group of debutantes at their annual cotillion. Her lifelong
friend, Catherine, hopes the cotillion will prompt her grandson to propose to Grace’s
granddaughter. Of course, neither woman considers the fact that their grandchildren
have their own plans. The anticipation is overshadowed by the arrival of Alpha Camp-
bell, daughter of the Dunbar family’s late maid. Alpha has plans to blackmail the Dun-
bars into financing her own daughter’s education.
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Douglas Turner Ward

Pioneer in Black Theater

"Uiiso

Tony Award Winner

Broadway Black theater group, the Negro Ensemble Company. The theater group’s e River Niger, written by Joseph A. Walker, won the Tony Award for best play in
1874, with Ward producing, directing, and staring in a Tony-nominated role. Ward had already begun a solld New York stage acting career in the 1950s and '60s —
Including Off-Broadway roles in The lceman Comethand on Broadway In 4 Rassin in the Sun— when he wrote a 1966 New York Timeseditorial “American Theater: For
Whites Only?" The article called for the establishment of a Black repertory theater company. Tumer wrote, “Not in the future...but now!” A year later the Ford Foun-
dation awarded a $434,000 grant to create the Negro Ensembie Company with Ward as artistic director, along with Rabert Hooks and Gerald S. Krone in ather
Ieadership roles. As a piaywright, Ward penned the 1965 Off-Broadway double-bill of comedies, #appy Ending/Day of Absence, and received his first Drama Desk
Award for outstanding new piaywright. He would later write other one-act plays (The rhood, and The Ward, who was inducted into the
Theater Hall of Fame In 19986, adopted the stage name Douglas Tumer Ward, a tribute to his two role models: Fraderick Douglass and Nat Tumer.
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_— Aﬂermandamlfmmwmmutﬂmamyshlmﬂnign the Tony Awards retumed on September 26, 20211
DwulHTumar Ward (my 1930 Feuruary 20, 2021), playwright, actor, director, and producer, co-founded the infl | Off- This year's ion honored the and artistry of the 2019-2020 Broadway

season. Six-time Tony-winner Audra McDonald hostsu Ihe American Theatre Wing's 74th Annual Tony Award's,
revealing winners in all but three categories. Then, Tony-winner Leslie Odom, Jr. hosted The Tony Awardls Present:
s Back), festuring and the five presentation of three Tony Awards, including Best Play,

Best Musical, and Best Revivil of a Play which was won by A Soidier’s Play, based on Charles Fuller's Pulitzer
Prize-winning masterpiece. David Alan Grier won a Tony for his role as a Black sergeant whosa mysterous murder
on a Louisiana Army base triggers an investigation by a fearless Captain — Blalr Undemwood, who was nominated
6° for a Tony for his rle. The play was directed by past Tony Award-winner Kenny Leon (4 Raisin in the Sur), who also
was nominated for a Tony. Leon gave the acceptance speech for the award. Charles Fuller is pictured in the cachet.

Day of Absence is a satire about an imaginary Southern town where all the Black people have suddenly disappeared. The only
ones left are sick and lying in hospital beds, refusing to get well. Infants are crying because they are being tended to by strange
parents. The Mayor pleads for the President, Governor, and the NAACP to send him “a jackpot of jigaboos.” On a nationwide radio
network he calls on the Blacks, wherever they are, to come back. He shows them the cloths with which they wash cars and the
brushes with which they shine shoes as sentimental reminders of the goodies that await them. In the end, the Blacks begin to
reappear, as mysteriously as they had vanished, and the White community, sobered by what has transpired, breathes a sigh of
relief at the return of the rather uneasy status quo. What will happen next is left unsaid, but the suggestion is strong that things
will never quite be the same again.

Charles H. Fuller Jr. was a playwright, best known for his play 4 So/dier’s Play, for which he re-
ceived the 1982 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and the 2020 Tony Award for Best Revival of a Play. His
1975 play, The Brownsville Raid, is based on the Brownsville affair, an altercation between
Black soldiers and White civilians in Brownsville, Texas, in 1906, which led to an entire Black
regiment being dishonorably discharged, though later pardoned in 1976.



Michael R. Jackson

2020 Pulitzer Prize for Drama

On May 4, 2020, Michael R. Jackson (b. 1981) was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, for a distinguished play by an American author. A Strange Loopis 8
metafictional musical that tracks the creative process of an artist transforming Issues of identity, race, and sexuality that once pushed him to the margins of the
cultural mainstream into a meditation on universal human fears and insecurities. Usher is a Black, overweight, queer writer, working a day job he hates while
writing his original musical: a piece about a Black, overweight, quesr writer, working a day job he hates while writing his original musical. Michael R. Jackson's
biistering, momentous new musical follows a young artist at war with a host of demons — nat least of which, the punishing thoughts in his own head — In an at-
tempt to capture and understand his own strange loop, Jackson holds a BFA and MFA in playwriting and musical theatre writing from the NYU Tisch School of the
Arts. Awards and assoclations inciude a New Professional Theatre Festival Award, a Jonathan Larson Grant, a Lincoln Center Emerging Artist Award, an ASCAP
Foundation Harold Adamson Award, a Whiting Award, the Heien Merill Award for Playwriting and a Dramatist Guild Fellowship. He has commissions from Grove
Entertainment & Barbara Whitman Productions and LCT3.

;222 Tony Award Winner
A STRANGE LOOP

The 75th annual Tony Awards were held June 12, 2022, to honor the top performances from the theater industry. The
ceremony was held at Radio Clty Music Hall in New York City and was hosted by Academy Award winner and Tony Award®
nominee Ariana DeBose. A Strange Loop came Into the night with 11 nominations, the most for any show. Michael R.
Jackson's Pulizer Prize-winning, biisteringly funny masterwork exposes the heart and soul of a young artist grappling with
desires, identity, and instincts he both loves and loathes. Hell-bent on breaking free of his own self-perception, Usher
wrestles with the thoughts in his head; brought to life on stage by a hilarious, straight-shooting ensemble. Bold and heart-
feltin its truth-telling, A Strange Loopis the big, Black, and queer Great American Musical for all. Book, music, fyrics, and
vocal arrangements by Michael R. Jackson. The play also is the winner of five Drama Desk Awards including Best Musical,
and recognized as Best Musical by the Drama League, the Outer Critics Circle, the Off-Broadway Alliance, the New York
Drama Critic’s Circle, and the Lambda Literary, as well as the winner of twa Obie Awards.

Bast Book of 2
Musieal

STRANGE LOOF

Best Masical

Michael R. Jackson (born 1981) is an American playwright, composer, and lyricist, best known
for his musical A Strange Loop, which won the 2020 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and the 2022 Tony
Award for Best Musical. His musical White Girl in Dangerbegan previews at the Tony Kiser Thea-
ter on March 15th, 2023, and opened on April 10th, 2023. The musical explores the intersec-
tions of race, class, and identity in daytime soap operas.

At the 75th annual Tony Awards, A Strange Loop came into the night with 11 nominations, the
most for any show. Book, music, lyrics, and vocal arrangements were all by Michael R. Jackson.
The play also is the winner of five Drama Desk Awards including Best Musical, and recognized as
Best Musical by the Drama League, the Outer Critics Circle, the Off-Broadway Alliance, the New
York Drama Critics’ Circle, and the Lambda Literary, as well as the winner of two Obie Awards.
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On September 4, 2022, during the Creative Arts Emmy Ceremony, Colman Domingo was awarded the 2022 Creative Arts Emmy for Outstanding Guest Actor in a
Drama Serles for his work on HBO's Eupfioria. This is the 52-year-old performer’s first Emmy nomination and win following a quarter century’s worth of small screen
credits. The Walking Dead alum, who also Is an accomplished playwright, was given this honor based on his brief yet powerful performance in the second-season
Euphoria episode “Ruminations: Big and Little Bullys.” In the installment, his recovering addict character All Muhammad clashes with his Narcotics Anonymous
sponsee, Rue Bennett (Zendaya), who rebuffs his friendship by bringing up sensitive details about his checkered past. After Billy Porter (Best Drama Actor, Pose,
2019), Domingo is only the second openly gay Black man to ever win an acting Emmy. He also is the ninth Black recipient of the Best Drama Guest Actor award,
after Laurence Fishbume (77BeCa, 1993), Paul Winfield (Picket Fences, 1995), Charles S. Dutton (7he Practics, 2002; Without a Trace, 2003), Glynn Turman (/n
Treatment, 2008), Joe Morton (Scanda/, 2014), Reg E. Cathey (House of Cards, 2015), Ron Cephas Jones (/s /s Us, 2018 and 2020), and Courtney B.
Vance (Lovecraft Courttry, 2021). Zendaya won an Emmy for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama, her second for playing Rue Bennett. Additionally, Eupforiawon
four other Creative Arts Emmys for choreography, cinematography, makeup, and editing.

Barry Jenkins/Tarell Alvin McCraney

Oscar Winners — Best Adapted Screenplay for Moonlight

At the B9th Academy Awards in Los Angeles on February 26, 2017, Barry Jenkins (right) and Tarell Alvin McCraney won the best
adapted screenplay Oscar for Moonlight. Based on the previously unpublished, deeply personal play In Moonlight Black Boys Look
Blue by McCraney, the film unfolds over three chapters in the life of a young, gay, Black man who grows up in a rough Miami neighbor-
hood and attempts to come to terms with his masculine, racial, and sexual identity. Moonlight, directed by Jenkins, has received wide
acclaim and at the 74th Golden Globe Awards won Best Motion Picture - Drama, and Jenkins was nominated for Best Director and for
Best Screenplay. The film received eight Oscar nominations, winning Best Picture, Best Supporting Actor for Mahershala Ali, and Best
Adapted Screenplay for Jenkins and McCraney. In their category, Moonlight was up against Arrival, Fences, Lion, and Hidden Figures.
Also, Tarell Alvin McCraney is the incoming chair of playwriting at the Yale School of Drama, effective July 1, 2017,

In Dot (2015), the holidays are always a wild family affair at the Shealy house. But this year,
Dotty and her three grown children gather with more than exchanging presents on their minds.
As Dotty struggles to hold on to her memory, her children must fight to balance care for their
mother and care for themselves. This twisted and hilarious play by Colman Domingo grapples
unflinchingly with aging parents, midlife crises, and the heart of a West Philly neighborhood.

Tarell Alvin McCraney is a playwright, screenwriter, and actor who co-wrote Ms. Blakk for Presi-
dentwith director Tina Landau. The show was first performed by the Steppenwolf Theatre Com-
pany in Chicago in 2019. Based on a true story, the play follows drag queen Joan Jett
Blakk (played by McCraney himself in the play’s first production) in Chicago at the height of
the AIDS crisis as she announces her bid to run for President of the United States.



NO PLACE TO BE SOMEBODY - CHARLES GORDONE

Charles Edward Gordone was a playwright, actor, director, and educator. He was
the first Black American to win the annual Pulitzer Prize for Drama, and he devoted
much of his professional life to the pursuit of multi-racial American theater and ra-
cial unity. During his employment as a waiter in a Greenwich Village bar, Gordone
found inspiration for his first major work as a playwright, No Place to Be Somebody,
for which he won the 1970 Pulitzer Prize for Drama. The play also was the first Off-
Broadway play to receive the award. No Place to Be Somebody is the story of Black
bar owner (Johnny Romero) trying to carve out his piece of the American Dream in a
New York City neighborhood where most venues are run by the Mafia.

THE COLORED MUSEUM - GEORGE C. WOLFE

Poised to be a major Black playwright thanks to Spunk, The Colored Museum, which
sniped at the kinds of plays the aforementioned Hansberry used to write, and his
book of Jelly’s Last Jam, Wolfe instead turned to direction and management. He
runs the New York Shakespeare Festival/Public Theatre and recently directed On The
Town in Central Park. His next project is an Alec Baldwin/Angela Bassett Macbeth.

BLUES FOR MISTER CHARLIE - JAMES BALDWIN

In a small Southern town, a White man murders a Black man, then throws his body
in the weeds. With this act of violence — which is loosely based on the notorious
1955 killing of Emmett Till — James Baldwin launches an unsparing and at times ago-
nizing probe of the wounds of race. For where once a White storekeeper could have
shot a “boy” like Richard Henry with impunity, times have changed. And centuries of
brutality and fear, patronage and contempt, are about to erupt in a moment of truth
as devastating as a shotgun blast.

DUTCHMAN - AMIRI BARAKA (nee LeROI JONES)

Baraka’s angry, confrontational dramas set the tone for the more militant side of
Black politics in the 1960s. His best-known plays include The Toilet, Baptism, and
Dutchman, which showed a trashy White woman verbally emasculating (and then
knifing) an intellectual Black man who struggles to embrace White middle class val-
ues. According to The Back Stage Theatre Guide, more Black plays were written and
staged since Dutchman than in the previous 130 years of American Black theatre
history. Marxism also played a part in Baraka’s politics, as evidenced by such play
titles as What Was the Relationship of the Lone Ranger to the Means of Produc-
tion? and 1982’s Money.

HOME - SAMM-ART WILLIAMS

It's rare that a year goes by when some regional or NY theatre company isn’t reviving
1979’s Home, Williams’ Tony-nominated drama about a young Black man leaving the
South to visit relatives up North. Said Williams of that play, “We’ve got to show a
different side of Black lifestyle... All Black characters don’t have to be heroes. All
Black men do not have to be Black macho, strong leaders of the household, knocking
everybody down on stage. You can have very sensitive, very kind, very gentle, kinds
of Black men.” Other Williams plays include Cork and Welcome Back To Black River.

CHOIR BOY - TARELL ALVIN MCCRANEY

The Charles R. Drew Prep School for Boys is dedicated to the creation of strong, ethi-
cal Black men. Pharus wants nothing more than to take his rightful place as leader of
the school’s legendary gospel choir, but can he find his way inside the hallowed halls
of this institution if he sings in his own key? Known for his unique brand of urban
lyricism, Tarrell Alvin McCraney follows up his acclaimed trilogy The Brother/Sister
Plays with this affecting portrait of a gay youth trying to find the courage to let the
truth about himself be known. Set against the sorrowful sounds of hymns and spiritu-
als, Choir Boy premiered at the Royal Court in London before receiving its Off-
Broadway premiere in summer 2013 to critical and popular acclaim.

THE FABULOUS MISS MARIE - ED BULLINS

Bullins received numerous awards for his playwriting. He twice received the Black
Arts Alliance Award, for The Fabulous Miss Marie and In the New England Winter. In
1971, Bullins won the Guggenheim Fellowship for playwriting. He received an Obie
Award for The Taking of Miss Janie, which also received a New York Drama Critics’
Circle Award.

THE RIVER NIGER - JOSEPH A. WALKER

Joseph Alexander Walker was a playwright and screenwriter, theater director, actor,
and professor. He is best known for writing The River Niger, a three-act play that was
originally produced Off-Broadway by the Negro Ensemble Company, before being
transferred to Broadway in 1973 and then adapted into a 1976 film of the same
name starring James Earl Jones and Cicely Tyson. In 1974, Walker became the first
Black American writer to win a Tony Award, receiving it for Best Play for The River
Niger. The playwright previously won an Obie Award during that play’s 1972 to 1973
Off-Broadway run. Other works include the drama District Line, Yin-Yang, The Lion is a
Soul Brother, Out of the Ashes, and the musical King Buddy Bolden.
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Wilson at the rehearsal of one of his Broadway shows
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Dragon Cards by Lloyd de Vries

Cachet features the August Wilson Theatre in New York.

ALGUST WILEDH

The computer art was based on a 2007 photo of the thea-
ter. We modified the banners and marquee. The 5”x7”

card includes the new Wilson stamp plus three stamps rep-
resenting his top plays: Sc. 1615C Piano (The Piano Lesson),
2859 Ma Rainey (Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom), and 4465
Negro Leagues (Fences).
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History of the AW Theater

The August Wilson Theatre (formerly the Guild Theatre, ANTA Theatre, and Virginia Theatre) is a
Broadway theater at 245 West 52nd Street in the Theater District of Midtown Manhattan in New York
City. Opened in 1925, the theater was designed by C. Howard Crane and Kenneth Franzheim and was
built for the Theatre Guild. It has approximately 1,225 seats across two levels and is operated
by Jujamcyn Theaters.

The Guild Theatre opened on April 13, 1925, when president Calvin Coolidge pressed a button in the
White House to turn on the lights. The first production was a revival of George Bernard Shaw’s Caesar
and Cleopatra, with Lionel Atwill and Helen Hayes, which ran for 128 performances. The Theatre
Guild started leasing the venue to other producers in 1938. Radio station WOR (AM) took over the
auditorium as a broadcast studio in 1943, with the Theatre Guild moving out the next year.

The American National Theater and Academy (ANTA) purchased the theater in 1950 and renamed it
the ANTA Playhouse. The theater reopened as the ANTA Theatre in 1954 after a renovation. Some of
the productions at the ANTA Theatre included Blues for Mister Charlie, James Baldwin’s second play;
No Place to Be Somebody by Charles Gordone; Othello, with Moses Gunn as the Moor; Purlie,
a musical based on Ossie Davis’s play Purlie Victorious; and Bubbling Brown Sugar, a musical revue
featuring the music of numerous Black artists who were popular during the Harlem Renaissance,
1920-1940, including Duke Ellington, Eubie Blake, Count Basie, Cab Calloway, and Fats Waller.

Jujamcyn purchased the ANTA Theatre in 1981 and renamed it for Virginia McKnight Binger, a co-
owner. The Virginia Theatre was renovated in the 1990s. The musical Jelly’s Last Jam, with Gregory
Hines and Tonya Pinkins, opened in April 1992 and ran for over a year. King Hedley I, the ninth play
in August Wilson’s ten-part series, opened on Broadway at the Virginia Theatre on May 1, 2001 and
closed on July 1, 2001, after 72 performances and 24 previews.

Jujamcyn announced in September 2005 that it would rename the Virginia for August Wilson,
the Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright, who had terminal cancer. Wilson died the next month, and the
theater was renamed in his honor on October 16, two weeks after his death. Wilson was the first
Black theatrical personality to have a Broadway theater named after him. The musical Jersey
Boys opened November 6, 2005. Jersey Boys occupied the August Wilson Theatre for over a decade,
running for 4,642 performances before closing January 15, 2017.
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iThe August Wilson Theatre has had seven productions to date: Jersey Boys,é
gGroundhog Day (April 17, 2017 — September 17, 2017, 176 performances), Home§
gfor the Holidays (November 21, 2017 — December 30, 2017, 47 performances),g
gMean Girls (April 8, 2018 — March 11, 2020 when Broadway shut down due toé
§the COVID-19 pandemic, 833 performances), Pass Over (August 22, 2021 — Octo-é
ber 10, 2021, the first play to return to Broadway since the COVID-19 closure, 57
gperformances), Slave Play (November 23, 2021 — January 23, 2022), and Funnyé

: Girl,

Mean Girls achieved the box office record for the August Wilson Theatre, grossing
$1,994,386 for the week ending December 30, 2018. This was surpassed by Funnyé
éGirI, which grossed $2,005,696 over nine performances for the week ending
§December 18, 2022. Funny Girl broke its own record two weeks later, grossingg
252,405,901 over nine performances running through January 1, 2023. :

PLAYBILL

AUGUST WILSON THEATRE

PLAYBILL

AUGUST WILSON THEATRE

PLAYBILL

AUGUST WILSON THEATRE

GROUNDHOG
DAY

THE MUSICAL

PLAYBILL

AUGUST WILSON THEATRE

PLAYBILL

AUGUST WILSON THEATRE

FOR THE

 HOLIDAYS |

LIVE ON BROADWAY

PLAYBILL

AUGUST WILSON THEATRE




PLAYBILL

AUGLST WILSON THEATRE

2

e & @ & & & @ & & & @& 0 0 & & @
e & 9 & & 0 & & & O 0 & 0 " 0 0

PLAYBILL

AUGUST WILSON THEATRE

PLAYBILL

AUGUST WILSON THEATRE

e & ® o @ o & O & O 0 0 O 0 0 0
® @ & & © & & & & o & & 0 0 9 0




| The first Broadway revival of August Wilson’s The Piano Lesson played at the Ethel Barrymore Theatre from October 13, 2022 to

P I H ‘{ B I I I ° |January 29, 2023. The original production premiered at the Walter Kerr Theatre on Broadway on April 16, 1990.

The Piano Lesson revival was directed by Tony Award nominee LaTanya Richardson Jackson who made her Broadway directorial

ETHEL BARRYMORE THEATRE

debut; she is the first woman to ever direct an August Wilson play on Broadway. The Piano Lesson, the fourth play in Wilson’s
Century Cycle, premiered at the Yale Repertory Theatre in 1987 and starred a then-39-year-old Samuel L. Jackson as Boy Willie.

Three years later, a new production, starring Carl Gordon, Charles S. Dutton, and S. Epatha Merkerson, opened at Chicago’s Good-
man Theatre and soon transferred to Broadway. In addition to winning the Pulitzer Prize for drama, The Piano Lesson won the
New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award for Best Play, the Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Play, the Peabody Award, and was
nominated for the 1990 Tony Award for Best Play.

AUGUST WILSON’S Appearing in well over 100 films, Samuel L. Jackson is one of the most respected actors in Hollywood. His films have grossed a
THE PIANO LESSON total of $27 billion, more than any other actor. He starred in this revival of The Piano Lesson as Doaker Charles and is nominated
for a 2023 Tony Award for Best Performance by an Actor in a Featured Role in a Play. Jackson made his Broadway debut in 2011
at the Bernard B. Jacobs Theater in The Mountaintop, where he portrayed Martin Luther King, Jr. The play also starred Angela
Bassett and was directed by Kenny Leon. Jackson’s career began onstage upon
his graduation from Morehouse College in Atlanta with a degree in dramatic B P
arts. Among the plays were Home, A Soldier’s Play, Sally/Prince, and The Dis-
p W trict Line. He also originated roles in two of August Wilson’s plays, The Piano

Lesson and Two Trains Running at the Yale Repertory Theatre.

 The latest production of The Piano Lesson also stars Tony Award-nominated
(for The Color Purple) Danielle Brooks (as Berniece) who starred as Tasha “Taystee” Jefferson in Netflix's Emmy-nominated
series Orange is the New Black. She starred as the legendary Gospel singer Mahalia Jackson in director Kenny Leon’s Maha-
lia which premiered on Lifetime.

Making his Broadway debut, John David Washington starred as Boy Willie. In 1992, he got his film debut as a child in Spike
Lee’s Malcolm X, which starred his father Denzel Washington. As an adult, John David played the lead in Blackkklansman,
also directed by Spike Lee.

Michael Potts starred as Wining Boy. In 2017, he starred as the notorious gossip "Turnbo" in the Tony Award-winning pro-
duction of August Wilson’s Jitney, under the direction of Ruben Santiago-Hudson. In 2020, his portrayal of "Slow Drag"
earned him critical acclaim in Netflix's award-winning, feature adaptation of August Wilson’s play Ma Rainey's Black Bottom.
The film served as Chadwick Boseman’s final acting portrayal.

Trai Byers starred as Avery. He began his career on the popular soap opera All My Children. On the FOX hit show Empire SAMUELL.  JOHN DAVID DANIELLE

(2015 - 2020), Byers starred as Andre Lyon, the eldest son of Lucious and Cookie Lyon. In 2014, Byers portrayed James Fore- IGCESON WASHINGION  BROCKS
. . AUGUST WILSON'S

man in the Ava DuVernay directed Se/ma. THE PIANO LESSON

piRECTED BY LATANYA RICHARDSON JACKSON

17 WEEKS ONLY -~

Denzel Washington plans to bring The Piano Lesson to the big screen with this latest cast and is committed to making films

of all of Wilson’s Century Cycle plays.



Fences
By August Wilson
Directed by Kenny Leon
Sep.11—0et. 11,2009
The Huntington Theatre

When his rise through the Negro baseball leagues hit the
ceiling of racial prejudice, Troy Maxson turned away from a
wotld of unfulfilled promises and denied opportunities. But
in 1957, his son Cory, an emerging football star, sees the
wotld through very different eyes, and his wifz Rose yearns
for an outlet for her love.

Winner of the 1987 Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award for Best
Play, Fences is the sixth chapter in August Wilson's
groundbreaking ten-play cycle of the African-American
experience in the 20th century and the ninth of his plays to
be staged by the Huntington, one of Wilson's longstanding
artistic homes.

Recent Loss off an August Wilson Play Alum

John Beasley (June 26, 1943 — May 30, 2023) left his job as a railroad clerk in his mid-40s to
pursue acting full time, bringing an understated power to films like the inspirational 1993
football movie Rudy. He became an in-demand character actor in the 1990s and went on to
appear in nearly 70 movies and TV shows, often playing steady, dignified men of integrity.

He first drew notice for his work in four episodes of Brewster Place, a short-lived spinoff of
the 1989 television movie The Women of Brewster Place, based on a novel by Gloria
Naylor about the intertwined lives of Black women living in tenements on a dead-end street.

Beasley also earned plaudits for his work in The Apostle, a 1997 film starring Robert Duvall
(who also wrote and directed) as Sonny, a fiery Pentecostal preacher who flees trouble with
the law to start over in Louisiana.

His many other film credits included the 1992 family hockey comedy The Mighty
Ducks, starring Emilio Estevez; the 1999 John Travolta drama The General’s Daughter; and
the 2002 Ben Affleck terrorism thriller The Sum of All Fears.

Beasley perhaps is best remembered for his role as a kindly school-bus driver on Everwood,
which starred Treat Williams as a New York neurosurgeon who starts a new life in the
mountains of Colorado after his wife dies in a car accident. Ironically, Williams recently was
killed in a motorcycle accident. Beasley was in every episode of Everwood, from the show’s
debut in 2002 until it ended in 2006.

In 2002, Beasley founded the “John Beasley Theater & Workshop” in Omaha, Nebraska, to
promote live theater, especially works written by or featuring Black Americans.

August Wilson’s Fences opened the 2009-2010 season at The Huntington Theater in Boston.
The production was directed by Kenny Leon. John Beasley played the protagonist, Troy
Maxson. Troy’s wife Rose was played by Crystal Fox; his friend Bono was played by Eugene
Lee; Brandon J. Dirden played Troy’s son Lyons; Warner Miller played Troy’s second son
Cory. The character of Gabriel (Troy’s brother) was played by Bill Nunn.

Starting in 2012, Mr. Beasley also turned heads for five seasons on The Soul Man as the
father of the R&B star turned preacher played by Cedric the Entertainer.

Last fall, Mr. Beasley scaled a personal peak as a stage actor with a prominent role as the
older incarnation of Noah, the love-struck male protagonist, in a musical adaptation of the
1996 Nicholas Sparks novel The Notebook, and the 2004 film based on it, at the Chicago
Shakespeare Theater. Beasley died before the production could make its anticipated move
to Broadway.
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Designed by prominent BIack American architect AII|son Grace Williams, the August W|Ison Center for Afrlcan American CuIture in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, celebrated its grand opening on September 17, 2009. The dramatic glass and stone structure at the corner of Liberty Avenue and
William Penn Place was inspired by the sails of the Swahili trading ships that first brought East African culture to America. The nearly $40 million
center includes a 486-seat theater, gallery spaces, and halls for educational programs, encompassing about 65,000 square feet.



August Wilson’s childhood home was 1727
Bedford Avenue in Pittsburgh’s Hill District.
On April 30, 2013, the August Wilson House . . ' -t
was added to the National Register of His- founder _
toric Places. On August 13, 2022, the grand i Ao e

opening and the ribbon-cutting for August ] : '
Wilson House as a state-of-the-“arts” center [§ e T Wiy ey e
occurred, just like Pittsburgh’s beloved play- | -

e e

wright desired. 0 b B

A-list celebrities, such as actors Denzel Washington and Russell Hornsby, joined mem-
bers of August Wilson’s family to celebrate the grand opening of August Wilson House.
Daughter Sakina is second from left. Wife Constanza is far right.



Personal Life

The legendary American playwright, August Wilson married three
times. He married his first wife, Brenda Burton, in 1969. After
only three years of marriage, the couple parted their ways in
1972. They had one daughter together named Sakina Ansari, born
in 1970.

In 1978, Wilson left Pittsburgh for St. Paul, Minnesota. He was
hired as a writer for the St. Paul Science Museum. In 1981, he
married Judy Oliver, a social worker; they divorced in 1990, and
Wilson moved to Seattle, Washington.

Wilson married again in 1994 to his third wife, Columbian-born
costume designer Constanza Romero, whom he met for the first
time on the set of The Piano Lesson. They had a daughter, Azula
Carmen Wilson, born in 1997.

MANHATTA
THEATRE CLU

Jitney director Ruben Santiago-Hudson snaps a pic with August

£}

Wilson’s daughter Azula Carmen Wilson and the late play- August Wilson’s niece, Dr. Kimberly Ellis; his ne

P LI N .
Daughter Sakina Ansari, August Wilson, and wife
Constanza Romero Wilson at the opening of Gem
Of The Ocean at the Walter Kerr Theatre in New
York on December 6, 2004.
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wright’s wife Constanza Romero (2017). Paul Ellis; and daughter Sakina Ansari Wilson (2022).

At the 2001 New York City premiere
of King Hedley Il, August Wilson holds
his daughter Azula, 3, in front of the
Virginia Theatre.

August Wilson’s daughters — Azula

Carmen Wilson (left) and Sakina Ansari
Wilson at the New York Premiere of
Wilson’s How I Learned What | Learned
(2013).



When August Wilson knew he was dying August Wilson shared that he had been diagnosed with liver cancer in June 2005 and been given
of cancer, he asked that two of his favor- three to five months to live. He died on Sunday, October 2, 2005, at Swedish Medical Center in
ite songs be played at his funeral: Seattle, and was interred not far from his mother Daisy at Greenwood Cemetery, Pittsburgh, on
“Danny Boy,” a traditional Irish ballad, October 8, 2005, aged 60. He reportedly requested a “Black funeral” at Saint Paul Cathedral,
and “When the Saints Go Marching In,” a but permission for a non-Catholic funeral was not granted by the diocese. A memoaorial service
gospel hymn used in funeral marches in was instead held at Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall adjacent to the University of Pittsburgh.

New Orleans. Wynton Marsalis, the Wilson was survived
Grammy- and Pulitzer Prize-winning jazz Y .°§£a Jean Wilson, Edwin Kittel, and Richard Kittel.

by his widow and two daughters and by siblings Freda Ellis, Linda Jean

trumpeter and composer, honored that

request at Wilson’s funeral in 2005. Mar-

salis played “Danny Boy” at the end of

the service in Pittsburgh’s Soldiers and fif

Sailors Memorial Hall before playing a
joyous version of “When the Saints Go p .. e AUGUST WILSON |
Marching In,” leading mourners in a cele- |- o ek e IS:LS:;';,'E;;HTS
bratory procession through the Hill Dis- }. % % > L0V GROTHER, FRIEND.
trict, where Wilson grew up and set most ' R : m?*ﬁ?’:fu n
of his plays. Marsalis later recorded

these songs for the documentary August

Wilson: The Ground on Which | Stand.

Actors Charles 8. Dutton,
Phylicia 1Rashad, Anthony
Chisholm, and 1fRuben Santiago-

Hudson read passages from

four of Wilson's plays.

Pallbearers bring August Wilson’s casket out of Soldiers and Sailors

“August, | will always love you” Constanza

Memorial Hall after a celebration of Wilson’s life.
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THE FIRST BREEZE OF SUMMER by Leslie Lee
EDEN by Steve Carter
GENERAL HAG'S SKEEZAG by Amiri Baraka
LONG TIME SINCE YESTERDAY by P.J. Gibson
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SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE HANDS OF OTHELLO
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THE TAKING OF MISS JANIE by Ed Bullins
MA RAINEY'S BLACK BOTTOM by August Wilson
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www.visitpittsburgh.com/directory/august-wilson-african-american-cultural-center/
www.cleveland.com/travel/2022/04/new-pittsburgh-exhibit-celebrates-hometown-playwright-august-wilson-everyones-life-experiences-are-important.html
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www.augustwilsonhouse.org

www.forward.com/culture/356896/the-secret-jewish-history-of-fences-author-august-wilson/
www.blackcatholicmessenger.com/august-wilson-the-catholic/

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwjqRiFoqDE



Process of

/Playwriting

JOAN HERRINGTON

THEATRE

August Wilson’s Process of Playwriting

BY JOAN HERRINGTON

Wilson is a dominant presence on Broadway and in regional theatres and

college drama courses throughout the country. In little more than a
decade, his work has earned him two Pulitzer Prizes, two Tonys and six New
York Drama Critics Circle Awards. Plays like Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom,
Fences, Joe Turner's Come and Gone, Two Trains Running, The Piano Lesson
(which Wilson himself adapted for television's Hallmark Hall of Fame) and
Seven Guitars have brought not only a strong and unique voice to the modern
stage—they have created new and strikingly authentic roles for African-
American actors such as James Earl Jones, Courtney Vance, Roscoe Lee
Brown, Angela Bassett, Laurence Fishburne and Charles Dutton.

In this book Joan Herrington, who teaches theatre at Western Michigan
University, traces the roots of Wilson's drama to visual artists like Romare
Bearden and to the jazz musicians who inspire and energize him as a
dramatist. She goes on to analyze his process of playwriting—how he brings
his experiences and his ideas to stage life—by comparing successive drafts of
his first three major plays: Ma Rainey, Fences, and Joe Turner. Her study is

The most successful African-American playwright of his time, August

enriched and enlivened by interviews with Wilson himself and with actors
(Jones, Dutton) directors (Lloyd Richards, Walter Dallas) and other theatre
professionals who have worked closely with him.

The book concludes by focusing on Wilson as the figure of controversy
he has recently become. While his plays have won acclaim in mainstream
theatre and deeply touched a diverse and broad-based audience, he now
asserts,“| stand myself and my art squarely on the self-defining ground of the
slave quarters.” Reconciling this declaration with the nature of August
Wilson’s work and the reality of his career becomes the book’s final challenge.

Front cover photograph: Glen Frieson
Cover design: Trudi Gershenov
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“All you need in the
world is love and
laughter. That’s all
¥ | anybody needs. To
S have love in one
hand and laughter
in the other.”

—AUGUST WILSON




August Wilson in April of 2001

“Confront the dark parts of
yourself, and work to banish
them with illumination and for-
giveness. Your willingness to
wrestle with your demons will

cause your angels to sing.”




