
Jazz is a kind of music in which improvisa�on is typically an important part.  In most jazz performances, play-

ers play solos which they make up on the spot, which requires considerable skill.  There is tremendous varie-

ty in jazz, but most jazz is very rhythmic, has a forward momentum called “swing,” and uses “bent” or “blue” 

notes.  You can o%en hear “call--and--response” pa&erns in jazz, in which one instrument, voice, or part of 

the band answers another.  Jazz can express many different emo�ons, from pain to sheer joy.  In jazz, you 

may hear the sounds of freedom — for the music has been a powerful voice for people suffering unfair treat-

ment because of the color of the skin, or because they lived in a country run by a cruel dictator.  

Jazz musicians place a high value on finding their own sound and style, and that means, for example, that 

trumpeter Miles Davis sounds very different than trumpeter Louis Armstrong.  Jazz musicians like to play 

their songs in their own dis�nct styles, and so you might listen to a dozen different jazz recordings of the 

same song, but each will sound different.  The musicians’ playing styles make each version different, and so 

do the improvised solos.  Jazz is about making something familiar — a familiar song — into something fresh.  

And about making something shared — a tune that everyone knows — into something personal.  Those are 

just some of the reasons that jazz is a great art form, and why some people consider it “America’s classical 

music.”  

Jazz developed in the United States in the very early part of the 20th century.  New Orleans, near the mouth 

of the Mississippi River, played a key role in this development.  The city’s popula�on was more diverse than 

anywhere else in the South, and people of African, French, Caribbean, Italian, German, Mexican, and Ameri-

can Indian, as well as English, descent interacted with one another.  Black musical tradi�ons mixed with oth-

ers, and gradually jazz emerged from a blend of rag�me, marches, blues, and other kinds of music.  At first, 

jazz was mostly for dancing.  In later years, people would sit and listen to it.  A%er the first recordings of jazz 

were made in 1917, the music spread widely and developed rapidly. The evolu�on of jazz was led by a series 

of brilliant musicians such as Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Charlie Parker, and Miles Davis.  Jazz devel-

oped a series of different styles including tradi�onal jazz, swing, bebop, cool jazz, and jazz-rock, among oth-

ers.  At the same �me, jazz spread from the United States to many parts of the world, and today jazz musi-

cians — and jazz fes�vals — can be found in dozens of na�ons.  Jazz is one of the United States’ greatest ex-

ports to the world.  

This exhibit originated with my 6° Cachets cover tributes to the instruments and musicians — piano, saxo-

phone, bass, trumpet, and vocalists — depicted on the Jazz stamp issued by the U. S. Postal Service in 2011.  

Realizing that several other instruments and musicians related to jazz also could be connected to the Jazz 

stamp, the exhibit was expanded.  An ini�al challenge was to iden�fy a male and a female for the core group 

of covers.  The exhibit was further expanded to include other musicians a&ributed to the jazz genre of music.    

For a more comprehensive look at Jazz, visit www.thejazzfounda�onofwes�ennessee.org/history-of-jazz 

by Don Neal 



The Na�onal Endowment for the Arts (NEA) every year 

honors up to seven jazz musicians with Jazz Master 

Awards.  The Na�onal Endowment for the Arts Jazz 

Masters Fellowships are the self-proclaimed highest 

honors that the United States bestows upon jazz musi-

cians.  The award usually is given late in a performer’s 

career a%er they have long established themselves.  

The Na�onal Medal of Arts is an award and �tle created by the United States 

Congress in 1984, for the purpose of honoring ar�sts and patrons of the arts.  

A pres�gious American honor, it is the highest honor given to ar�sts and arts 

patrons by the United States government.   

The Grammy Awards, stylized as GRAMMY, and o%en referred to as 

the Grammys, are awards presented by the Recording Academy of the 

United States to recognize outstanding achievements in music.  They are 

regarded by many as the most pres�gious and significant awards in 

the music industry worldwide.  The trophy depicts a gilded gramophone.  

The Grammys are considered one of the four major annual American en-

tertainment awards with the Academy Awards, a.k.a. the Oscars, (for 

films); the Emmy Awards (for television); and the Tony Awards Awards

(for Broadway theater).  The first Grammy Awards ceremony was held on May 4, 1959, to 

honor the musical  accomplishments of performers for the year 1958.  A person who wins all 

four awards is known as an EGOT. 

NOTE: The people depicted on the covers in this exhibit who have received any of the above 

recogni�ons will have a small icon in the corners of the covers. 

NOTE: My 6° Cachets covers officially started in 2008, so this exhibit does not include 

stamps or 6° covers from the 1995 Jazz Musicians stamp series or other jazz issues before 

then.  Any omissions were uninten�onal.  




























