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Edward Kennedy Ellington (April 29, 1899 - May 24, 1974) was raised by two talented, musical parents in a middle-class neighborhood of Washington, D. C. At
the age of seven, he began studying piano and eamed the nickname “Duke” for his gentlemanly ways. Despite being awarded an art scholarship to the Pratt
Institute in Brookiyn, New York, Ellington followed his passion for ragtime and began to play professionally at age 17. He created one of the most distinctive en-
semble sounds in Western music and played what he called “American Music.” Ellington made hundreds of recordings with his bands, appeared in films and on
radio, and toured Europe in the 1930s. Ellington’s fame rose to the rafters in the 1940s when he composed several masterworks, including “Concerto for Cootie,”
“Cotton Tail,” and “Ko-Ko.” Some of his most popular songs included “It Don't Mean a Thing if It Ain't Got That Swing,” “Sophisticated Lady,” “Prelude to a Kiss,”
“Solitude,” and “Satin Doll.” Perhaps Ellington’s most famous jazz tune was “Take the A Train,” the “A” referring to a subway line in New York City. A major figure in
the history of jazz music, Duke Ellington’s career spanned more than half a century, during which time he composed thousands of songs for the stage, screen, and
contemporary songbook. He eamed 12 Grammy awards from 1959 to 2000, nine while he was alive. It was Ellington's sense of musical drama that made him
stand out. His blend of melodies, rhythms, and subtle sonic movements gave audiences a new experience—complex yet accessible jazz that made the heart swing.
Ellington’s autobiography, Music Is My Mistress, was published in 1973. His last words were, “Music is how | live, why | live, and how | will be remembered.”
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- Pittsburgh-bom jazz pianist and composer Erroll Louis Garner (June 15, 1921 - January 2,
| 1977) was well known for his swing playing and his ballads. Throughout his career, Gamer
| developed a distinctive and original piano style often compared with Art Tatum, Fats Waller,
| and Claude Debussy. His prolific career began on Allegheny riverboats and spanned from
the clubs of 52nd street to the top concert halls of the world. Garner released music on over
| 40 labels, received multiple Grammy nominations, and recorded one of the greatest selling
| jazz albums of all time, Concert By The Sea. His published catalog contains nearly 200
I compositions including his best-known composition, "Misty”, which has become a jazz
| standard and named #15 on ASCAP’s list of the top songs of the 20th century. Garner
scored for ballet, film, television, and orchestra. One of the most televised Jazz artists of his
era, he appeared on TV shows all over the world and received a star on the Hollywood Walk
- of Fame. Erroll Garner’'s musical and cultural legacy perhaps is stronger today than at any
B point since his untimely passing when he lost his battle with lung cancer at the age of 55.
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Alfred McCoy Tyner (December 11, 1938 - March 6, 2020), musician, com-
poser, and bandleader, was one of the most distinctive and influential jazz
pianists of the past 60 years. He became best known for his work with John
Coltrane's legendary 1960s quartet and was the last surviving member.
Tyner's bluesy, insistent style anchored the group’s rhythm section and provided
the perfect foil for Coltrane’s adventurous flights on tenor and soprano sax. Tyner
was a 2002 NEA Jazz Master, and a five-time Grammy winner — most recently in
* 2004 for his album Muminations. Among his dozens of albums are a handful regard-
ed as classics, like Reaching Fourth, The Real McCoy, and Atlantis. The legacy of Tyner's
pianism can be heard far and wide in the music of everyone from contemporary jazz pianists,
such as Chick Corea, to salsa legend Eddie Palmieri, to Lafe Show bandleader Jon Batiste.
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James P. Johnson

Death Anniversary — November 17, 2015

Born on February 1, 1894, in New Brunswick, New Jersey, James Price Johnson
pioneered the "stride" style of jazz piano and became famous for his hit
“"Carolina Shout." He was one of the most important pianists who bridged the
| ragtime and jazz eras and was a model for Count Basie, Duke Ellington, Art
| Tatum, and Fats Waller. Johnson composed many hit tunes including the theme
| song of the Roaring Twenties, "Charleston,” and "If | Could Be With You (One
| Hour Tonight)" and remained the acknowledged king of New York jazz pianists
through most of the 1930s. He died in New York City on November 17, 1955.
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William James Basie, born in Red Bank, New Jersey, was a jazz pianist, organist,
composer, and bandleader who led his popular Count Basie Orchestra for almost
50 years. He learned to play piano as a child for 25¢ a lesson. Around 1924, Basie
went to Harlem, a hotbed of jazz, where he met and learned from Willie “the Lion”
Smith, James P. Johnson, and Fats Waller, who taught Basie how to play organ.
In 1928, Basie was in Tulsa and heard Walter Page and his Famous Blue Devils,
2 one of the first big bands, which featured Jimmy Rushing on vocals. A few
e months later, Basie was invited to join the band, which played mostly in Texgs
([]u NT .D fildfe and Oklahoma. It was at this time that he began to be known as “Count” Basie.
Eventually, he formed his own nine-piece band, Barons of Rhythm, whose style
Ui A B B Lo SR LR BEE B was a powerful swing, intensified by Basie’s frequent playing with the rhythm
section alone, giving the band a unique sound and identity. Basie’s theme songs

25 years gone were “One O’Clock Jump” and “April in Paris." He died of pancreatic cancer.
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Nat ‘“‘;—King”y Cole

1919 - Birth Centennial - 2019

Born in Montgomery, Alabama, Nathaniel Adams Coles (March 17, 1919 - February
13, 1965), known professionally as Nat “King” Cole, was a jazz planist and vocalist.
He recorded over one hundred songs that became hits on the pop charts. His trio
was the model for small jazz ensembles that followed. Cole also acted in films and
on television and performed on Broadway. He was the first African-American man to
host an American television series. His hit singles include “Straighten Up and Fly
Right,” “The Christmas Song,” “Route 66," “Nature Boy,” “Mona Lisa,” “Too
Young,” “Unforgettable,” “When | Fall in Love,” “Ramblin’ Rose,” “Those Lazy,
Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer,” “L-0.V-E,” “Smile,” “Autumn leaves,” and
“Unforgettable” 1891 (with daughter Natalie). At age 45, Cole died from lung cancer.

the brian lynch/eddie palmieri project

Known for his charismatic power and bold innovative drive, Eddie Palmieri has a musi-
cal career that spans over 50 years as a bandleader of Salsa and Latin Jazz orchestras.
With a discography that includes 36 titles, he has been awarded nine Grammy Awards.
He received his first Grammy in 1975 for his release The Sun of Latin Music, the first
time that Latin Music was recognized by the National Academy of Recording Arts &
Sciences (NARAS). He would win again the following year for Unfinished Masterplece,
for Palo Pa ' Rumba in 1984, Solito in 1985, and La Verdad in 1987. He received a Latin
Grammy and a traditional Grammy for Obra Maestra/ Masterpiece, his 2000 release with
Tito Puente, for Listen Here! in 2006, and for Simpético in 2007, a collaboration with
trumpet master Brian Lynch, for Best Latin Jazz Album,
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Thelonious MONK

. 1917—Birth Centennial—2017

Thelonious Sphere Monk (October 10, 1917 - February 17, 1982) was a jazz pianist and composer and an eccentric giant of jazz music. He had a
unique improvisational style that featured dissonances and angular melodic twists, which combined a highly percussive attack with abrupt,
dramatic use of switched key releases, silences, and hesitations. He made numerous contributions to the standard jazz repertoire, including
“’Round Midnight,” “Blue Monk,” “Straight, No Chaser,” “Ruby, My Dear,” “Well, You Needn't,” and “In Walked Bud.” Monk also was renowned
for his distinctive style in suits, hats, and sunglasses. His classic work is immortalized in the Smithsonian Institute. He is the second most-
recorded jazz composer after Duke Ellington and one of five jazz musicians to have been featured on the cover of Time magazine. Monk post-
humously won the Grammy lifetime achievement award in 1993. He was awarded a special Pulitzer Prize in 2006 “for a body of distinguished
and innovative musical composition that has had a significant and enduring impact on the evolution of jazz.” Today, the Thelonious Monk
Institute of Jazz offers public school-based jazz education programs for young people around the globe.

Revered jazz pianist and composer Ramsey Emmanuel Lewis, Jr. (May 27, 1935 - September 12,
2022), who reinvented his genre in a career spanning more than 60 years, was born and spent his
. life in Chicago where he started playing piano at the age of four. He formed his first jazz band, the
Clefs, when he was in high school. Lewis went on to form the Ramsey Lewis Trio, with Eldee
Young and Redd Holt, releasing their first album Ramsey Lewis and His Gentlemen of Jazz on Chess
in 1956. The trio’s crossover Grammy-winning hit “The ‘In’ Crowd” pushed Lewis from the jazz charts
 to the pop charts in 1965. The hit single was followed by two more chart-toppers “Hang on Sloopy” and
“Wade In the Water.” Lewis received a 2007 National Endowment for the Arts Jazz Master Award, placing
" him in the company of piano legends Ahmad Jamal, Chick Corea, and McCoy Tyner. His latest album, 7he
Beatles Songbook: The Saturday Salon Series, Volume Oneis scheduled to be released November 11. Lewis

6° ’ spent the final year of his life working on his memoir Gentlemen in Jazz which will be released in 2023.
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%% Born Ray Charles Robinson (September 23, 1930 - June 10, 2004), he was known as
I Ray Charles to avoid being confused with the boxer Sugar Ray Robinson. The ex-
— : traordmary composer, singer, and pianist, blind since childhood, went beyond cate-
gory, blending btues gospel, country, jazz, and soul music in a unique and highly influential pop music style. His songs include
“What'd | Say,” “A Song for You,” “Night Time is the Right Time,” and “America the Beautiful.” Charles is the recipient of the Grammy

ifetime Achievement Award, the Kennedy Center Honors, and the National Medal of Arts. He has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame
, one of the first inductees into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. Ray Charles died at his home in Beverly Hills, California.

FOREVER

ALLEN v
TOUSSAINT

JANUARY 30, 2025 - NEW ORLEANS, LA70113

| Allen Toussaint (1938 -~ 2015) was a virtuoso pianist, singer, songwriter, composer,
| arranger, and producer whose genius gave rise to countless hits across a wide range
of genres. One of popular music’s great backroom figures, Toussaint has been
influential in the music of Al Hirt, Lee Dorsey, Herb Alpert & the Tijuana Brass, Dr.
| John, Labelle, Pointer Sisters, Aaron Neville, Elvis Costello, Glen Campbell, Trombone
Shorty, Cyndi Lauper, Eric Clapton, Dave Clark Five, Otis Redding, and so many more.
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TRUMPETERS cont.

® 1960 - 2020

- prominent elasswal bms quintet. During this time, he came under the tutelage of Clark Terry, the first of his major jazz mentors. By his teens, Roney’s family was

in Washington, D. C., where he attended the Duke Ellington School of the Arts, before eaming degrees from Howard University and the Berklee College of

as a public benediction by his idol and mentor, Miles Davis, that catapulted him into a rare stratum of jazz celebrity after Miles heard him in 1983 at his

:Ia-pafomam:e in Camegie Hall. Their association peaked when Miles chose Wallace to share the stage at his historic performance in Montreux on July

. After Davis died, just months later on September 28, the surviving members of the Miles Davis Quintet — Herbie Hancock, Ron Carter, Wayne Shorter, Tony

, and Roney ~ banded together and toured the world in tribute. Roney won his lone Grammy Award, alongside his bandmates, for a 1994 album called 4
tﬂMlis.s‘. ‘Roney’s cause of death was complications from COVID-19.

Known as “Little Jazz,” Roy David Eldridge (1/30/1811—
2/26/1389) was a fiery, energetic jazz trumpet player
who, although short in stature, was a larger-than-life
figure. His sophisticated use of harmony, including the
use of tritone substitutions often labeled him the bridge
between towering trumpet stylists Louis Armstrong-era
swing music and Dizzy Gillespie-era bebop. Roy Eldridge
played in the bands of Fletch Henderson, Gene Krupa,
and Artie Shaw before making records under his own
name. He also played in Benny Goodman's and Count
Basie's Orchestras, co-led a band with Coleman Haw-
kins, and performed with many other jazz greats.
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, Lesley Gore, Miles Davis, Sarah Vaughan, and Ray Charles,
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QUINCY JONRES

Entertainment titan and music mastermind, Quincy Delight Jones, Jr. (March 14,
1933 - November 3, 2024) was a legendary record producer, songwriter, compos-
er, arranger, and film and television producer. Over the course of a seven-decade
career, he received many accolades including 28 Grammy
Awards, a Primetime Emmy Award, and a Tony Award as well

Globe Awards. He worked with several musicians including
Michael Jackson, Diana Ross, Frank Sinatra, Aretha Frank- W2\
lin, Elvis Presley, Count Basie, Celine Dion, Ella Fitzgerald, %G
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