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We’re remembering with memorial covers some of the beloved celebrities — from iconic politicians to 

popular musicians to legendary athletes to television personalities — who sadly passed away in 2025.  

Some of them may be familiar to you, others not so much, but all have made a historic contribution to the 

Black experience. 

Grammy-winning singer and pianist whose intimate vocal and musical style made her one of the top recording artists of the 1970s — 

an actor and artist who rose to fame as a teen when he was cast as Theordore “Theo” Huxtable — the president of the New York state 

chapter of the NAACP and a lifelong civil rights advocate — the beloved soul and disco star known for her robust and expressive vocals 

with timeless hits like “Rockin’ Chair” and “Keep the Fire Burning” — the groundbreaking funk and psych-rock pioneer whose iconic, 

integrated, progressive, and indomitably idealistic group performed at the Woodstock music festival — often called the “Godfather of 

Neo Soul,” he left an indelible mark on jazz, funk, R&B, and hop-hop with a career spanning over six decades — known as “The Lion of 

Lenox Avenue,” he was a former U. S. Congressman and powerhouse in New York City politics — soul singer-writer who was the original 

lead singer of The Impressions — gold medalist Olympian boxer who became a businessman, minister, and author — a dancer who 

defied boundaries or race and age — the prolific actor who was a frequent collaborator of director Spike Lee 










