
 

by Don Neal 

We’re remembering with memorial covers some of the beloved celebrities — from iconic actors to popular 

musicians to legendary athletes to television pioneers to major media personalities — who sadly passed 

away in 2023.  Some of them may be familiar to you, others not so much, but all have made a historic 

contribution to the Black experience. 

First Black male Tony Award winner — First Black soap opera star — A veteran song-and-dance man —Cy Young Award winner     

“The cat that won’t cop out when there’s danger all about” — The iconic “Queen of Rock ‘n’ Roll” — NY Knicks Hall of Famer  

    The consummate actor who portrayed Det. Frank Pembleton, King Henry V, Jackie Robinson, and A. Phillip Randolph  

First Black female Secret Service agent — An NFL Hall of Fame running back — First Black singer at the Metropolitan Opera   

Award-winning television, film, and stage actor — A Smithsonian Institute’s certified “national treasure” — NEA Jazz Master 

  The longest serving Black congressional staffer — Iconic producer of popular 1970s sitcoms — The “Black Godfather” power broker 

A Tribute to Those We Lost in 2023  




















