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 Arthur Duncan ™=

Arthur Duncan (September 25, 1925 - January 4, 2023) was a tap dancer and singer who became one
of the first Black American regulars on a TV variety show, joining 7he Betty White Showin 1954 — to the
dismay of some viewers who tried to get him fired because of his race. A veteran song-and-dance man
who entertained audiences at Lincoln Center, Camegie Hall, and U. S. military bases overseas, Duncan
was a link to an earlier era of tap, when the art form was an exhilarating staple of theaters, nightclubs,
% and Hollywood musicals. For many viewers, his hundreds of performances on 7he Lawrence Welk Show,

- where he appeared from 1964 until the host retired in 1982, were one of the only ways to see tap
dancing during that period. Duncan became known for his impeccable timing, deep reserves of energy,
and wide-ranging routines, which inciuded a leg windup that he called the “windmill step.” His perfor-
mances helped inspire a younger generation of tap dancers, including Dianne “Lady Di” Walker
and Gregory Hines, who said they watched Welk's show just to see Duncan perform. Duncan returned
to center stage while performing at concerts and in films such as 750 (1989), which starred Hines and
Sammy Davis Jr. fn 2020, Duncan was inducted into the Intemational Tap Dance Hall of Fame.

Possessing one of the most elegant baritone voices in the annals of recorded music, Grammy Award-nominated Chuck Jackson (July 22, 1937 - February 16, 2023) began
his singing career in 1957, when he became a member of The Del-Vikings; he sang lead on the group’s track “Willette.” His tenure with the group concluded in 1959, and he
was soon discovered by Luther Dixon while opening for Jackie Wilson at the Apollo Theater in New York City. After signing a deal with Scepter Records subsidiary Wand
Records, Jackson co-wrote his first single, “I Don’t Want to Cry,” with Dixon, and recorded the track in November of 1960. The song became the R&B singer’s first hit, but it
wasn't until Jackson’s 1962 recording of “Any Day Now,” written by Burt Bacharach and Bob Hilliard, that he saw widespread acclaim. The song became a signature hit for
Jackson. Other '60s hits for the star included “Tell Him I'm Not Home,” “Beg Me,” “If I Didn’t Love You,” and “Since | Don’t Have You.” Jackson'’s catalogue also spawned a
series of hits for other artists. Ronnie Milsap covered Jackson’s “Any Day Now,” while Jackson’s “I Keep Forgettin'” was covered by Michael McDonald as well as David
Bowie. The late R&B singer recorded over 20 albums throughout his career — one of his final LP's, 1997's /' Never Get Over You, featured “If | Let Myself Go,” a collabora-
tion with Dionne Warwick who was a close friend and a label mate on Scepter Records. Warwick sang backup for Jackson on many of his stellar recordings, and Britain’s
Tom Jones was heavily influenced by Jackson when he touched down on American soil with the smash hit that originally was written for Jackson, “It's Not Unusual.” Fiip
Wilson, at one time the most popular comedian in the world, got his big break when Jackson took him on the road to open shows for him. A Smithsonian Institute’s certified
“national treasure,” Chuck Jackson was inducted into the Rhythm and Blues Music Hall of Fame on October 4, 2015.
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Zandra Flemister with U. 8. President Gerald R. Ford and (below) Za nd ra I eml Ste r

escorting Prime Minister of Jamaica Michael Manley (far right) 7anqrs jona Flemister (November 21, 1951 - February 21, 2023) joined the United States Secret
R R o Service In 1974, becoming the first Black American woman to serve as an agent, standing at the side of
' presidents Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter and their families, and specifically protecting first daughters
Susan Ford and Amy Carter. But from her first days on the job, Ms. Flemister endured acts of racism and
discrimination that would uitimately drive her from the agency she had so eagerly hoped to serve. She
was often relegated to undesirable roles within the agency, which investigates forgery, counterfeiting
and other financial crimes in addition to protecting the president, vice president, and other dignitaries
and their families. Flemister resigned from the Secret Service in June 1978 to join the United States
Foreign Service. During her thirty-plus years as a diplomat with the Foreign Senvice, Flemister became a
specialist in consular affairs, among other fields, with postings in capitals that included Buenos Aires,
Madrid, London, and Seoul, and rose to the post of Consul General in Pakistan and represented
the State Department in liaison with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Terrorist Screening Cen-
ter in Washington, D.C. In 2000, Flemister gave swom testimony in support of a class action lawsuit
alleging that the Secret Service was rife with racial discrimination. More than one hundred former
agents joined the suit. In 2017, the Secret Service paid $24 million to settle the lawsuit.

1933 - 2023

In his youth, the jazz saxophonist Wayne Shorter (August 25, 1933 - March 2, 2023) was awarded the nickname “Mr Gone,” in recognition of his distant, otherworldly air.
Shorter came to prominence in the late 1950s as a member of, and eventually primary composer for, Art Blakey's Jazz Messengers. In the 1960s, Shorter joined Miles
Davis’s Second Great Quintet, with Herbie Hancock, Tony Williams, and Ron Carterand. He then co-founded with pianist Joe Zawinul the jazz fusion band Weather Report.

Eventually Shorter succeeded to the title of jazz's greatest living improviser: a musician, composer, and bandleader universally admired for his originality and breadth of
vision. His sense of cool detachment helped him to create a musical microclimate that was unique and immediately identifiable. From 1977 through 2002, he appeared
on ten Joni Mitchell studio albums. He played an extended solo on the title track of Steely Dan’s album Aja and played the sax solo on Don Henley's song “The End of the
Innocence.” Shorter toured with guitarist Carlos Santana, keyboardist Herbie Hancock, bassist Marcus Miller, and drummer Cindy Blackman Santana under the name Mega
Nova. He can be heard on the soundtrack of the Harrison Ford film e Fugitive . During his career, Wayne Shorter recorded over 20 albums as a bandleader. He is the
reciplent of the NEA Jazz Masters Award, the prestigious Polar Music Prize, the Kennedy Center Honors Award, the Grammy® Lifetime Achievement Award, and a total of 12
Grammy Awards®, the most recent awarded just last month. His last album release, a triple-CD set titled £manon, featured music for a chamber orchestra and live record-
ings of his quartet from a London concert, accompanied by a lavishly produced comic book reflecting his lifelong interest in science fiction. In 2018, Shorter retired from
his near 70-year performing career due to health issues. He continued working as a composer, creating a “new operatic work” titled /pfigen/a with Esperanza Spalding
which premiered on November 12, 2021, at the Cutler Majestic Theatre. Wayne Shorter was bom in Newark, New Jersey, as was legendary vocalist Sarah Vaughan.

~ s L #IATHOL

ERNEST J. GAINES

LANCE REDDICK

Possessed of an athletic build and a deep, resonant voice, the incisive, intense, muliti-talented actor Lance
Solomon Reddick (June 7, 1962 - March 17, 2023) made his television debut in an episode of New York
Undercover (1994). He soon found himself much in demand — and ultimately typecast — as powerful
authority figures. His first regular role was on HBO's 0z where he played undercover detective Johnny Basil
posing as a prison inmate (1997-2003). Reddick was best known for playing defense attomey Cedric
Daniels in The Wire (2002-2008), special agent Phillip Broyles in Fringe (2008-2013), and Chief Irvin
Iving in Bosch(2014-2020). Despite his trademark intensity, Reddick also showed off a lighter side, guest
staring in the sitcom Young Sheldon. In film, he was best known for starring as the mysterious Charon in
: the John Wick franchise (2014-2023). Reddick also voiced characters in video games including Sylens

1962 - 2023 B Horizon Zero Dawn and Horizon Forbidden West and Commander Zavala in the Destinyfranchise. He will
appear posthumously as the Greek god Zeus in the upcoming series Percy Jackson and the Olympians.




Nicknamed “The Captain,” Willis Reed (June 25, 1942 - March 21, 2023) spent his
entire professional playing career (1964 -1974) with the New York Knicks as a center
and was the emotional leader on their two NBA championship teams. His accomplish-
ments include seven All-Star selections, two NBA Finals MVP awards

\ among them. During the 1969-70 season, he became the first BAAS
& player to sweep the MVP awards for the regular season, All- e

Es; Star Game, and NBA Finals. His No. 19 was the first number x\-’
reired by the Knicks, and he was inducted into the Naismith (5l ESPER £

ful post-playing career as a coach and executlve.

3111927 - 4/25/2023

Harry Belafonte — actor, producer, singer, and activist — burst to fame in the 1950s and made
calypso music a national phenomenon with “Day-0” (The Banana Boat Song) — His breakthrough
album Calypso(1956) became the first LP in the world to sell more than 1 million coples within a
year — He received two Grammy Awards and the Grammy Hall of Fame Award — He was the first
Black man to win a Tony Award on Broadway in the 1953 revue John Murray Anderson’s Almanac
- In 1960, he was the first Black person to receive an Emmy Award for 7he Revion Rewe: Tonight
With Belafonte — He was the first Black American television producer — He was featured in nu-
merous films from Otto Preminger's hit musical Carmen Jones(1954) as a Gl who falls for tempt-
ress (Dorothy Dandridge) to Buck and the Preacher(1972) and Uptown Saturday Night (1974)
with Sidney Poitier to Spike Lee's Academy Award-winning BlacKkKlansman (2018) as an elderly
civil rights pioneer — In real life, he was a civil rights activist and confidant of Martin Luther King,
Jr. — From 1987 until his death, he was a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador and supported several
other humanitarian causes — He received the Kennedy Center Honors in 1989 — He was awarded
the National Medal of Arts in 1994 — He received EGOT status with the Jean Hersholt Humanitari-
an Award (non-competitive) from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in 2014 —
2022, Belafonte was selected for induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. RIP Harry!
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~ Harry Belafonte — actor, producer, singer, and activist — burst to fame in the 1950s and made calypso
_ music a national phenomenon with “Day-0" (The Banana Boat Song). He was the first Black man to
 win a Tony Award on Broadway, for his interpretation of American and Caribbean folk music in the
- 1953 revue John Murray Anderson's Almanac. Six years later, he was the first Black person to receive
.. an Emmy Award for Thie Revion Revue: Tonight With Belafonte, a CBS special that presented a history
e of Black American life through music. He made his film debut in Bright Road (1953), in the role of a
school principal opposite a teacher played by Dorothy Dandridge. They were reunited in Cammen
Jones (1954), with Belafonte as a Gl who falls for a temptress. In 1956, his third album, Caa:osq
topped the Billboard top-albums chart and was the first album by any single artist <IN/
to reach the million-seller mark. Throughout his career, Belafonte was involved in
various causes He was a supportef of the civil rights movement and a close 5

1987, he became a UNICEF goodwill ambassador. He received the Jean Hershott :
Humanitarian Award from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in
2014.1n 2022, Belafonte was selected for induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame




Sports lllustrated

Vida Rochelle Blue, Jr. (luly 28, 1949 - May 6, 2023) was a left-handed pitcher in Major League Baseball from 1969 to
, . 1986, most notably as an integral member of the Oakland Athletics dynasty that won three consecutive World

~ Series championships from 1972 to 1974. Selected by the then-Kansas City Athletics on the second round of the 1967
amateur draft, Biue made his big league debut on July 20, 1969, about a week shy of his 20th birthday, in the team’s
second year after moving to Oakland. In his fourth start, Blue pitched a no-hitter against Minnesota on September 21,
at 21 years, 55 days that made him the youngest pitcher to throw a no-hitter since the live ball era started in 1920. Blue
was voted the 1971 American League Cy Young Award and Most Valuable Player after going 24-8 with a 1.82 ERA and
301 strikeouts with 24 complete games, eight of them shutouts. He was 22 at when he won MVP, the youngest to win
the award. He remains among just 11 pitchers to win MVP and Cy Young in the same year. A six-time All-Star, Blue was
the first of only five pitchers in major league history to start the All-Star Game for both the American League (1971) and
the National League (1978). During his 17-year career, he pitched for the Oakland Athletics (1969-1977), the San
Francisco Giants (1978-1981; 1985-86), and the Kansas City Royals (1982-83).
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-Jlm BROWN

James Nathaniel Brown (February 17, 1936 - May 18, 2023} was a football fullback, civil rights activist,
and actor. He played for the Cleveland Browns of the National Football League (NFL) from 1957 through
1965. Considered to be one of the greatest running backs of all time, as well as one of the greatest
players in NFL history, Brown was a Pro Bowl invitee every season he was in the league, was recognized
as the AP NFL Most Valuable Player three times, and won an NFL championship with the Browns in 1964,
He led the league in rushing yards in eight out of his nine seasons, and by the time he retired, he held
most major rushing records. Brown was enshrined in the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1971. He was

amed to the NFL's 50th, 75th, and 100th Anniversary All-Time Teams, comprising the best players in
NFL history. His number 32 jersey Is retired by the Browns. Jim Brown also is widely considered one of
 the greatest lacrosse players of all time and was inducted in the National Lacrosse Hall of Fame in 1983.
. Shortly before the end of his football career, Jim Brown became an actor. He appeared in several films

_ including The Dirty Dozen, lce Station Zebra, Three the Hard Way, The Running Man, He Got Game, and
Any Given Sunday. Brown has been described as Hollywood’s first Black action hero.
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: ’ Jim Brown (1936 - 2023), the legendary Cleveland Browns running back, completed his professional
? X ! year NFL career is so astounding that he is widely considered the greatest NFL player ever. In the 1964
Browns. After his career ended, the pro football hall-of-famer became an actor and civil rights activist,

. appear in more than 50 movies and TV shows. His extensive filmography includes the dystopian Amold
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career holding the records for most rushing yards in a season, most rushing yards in a career, most
rushing touchdowns, most total touchdowns, and most all-purpose yards. What he achieved in a nine-
- NFL title game, he rushed for 114 yards when the Browns pounded the Baltimore Colts, 27-0, delivering
. Brown a coveted championship ring. Jim Brown started his movie career while still playing for the
focusing on entrepreneurial opportunities and housing faimess for minorities. He appeared in his first
. notable film, MGM's classic 1967 war film 77e Dirty Dozen. Over the next 46 years, Brown went on to
. Schwarzenegger sci-fi thriller 7he Running Man, the violent Tim Burton sci-fi comedy Mars Attacks, and
the Oliver Stone sports drama Any Given Sunday.
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TINA Turner

Iconic singer Tina Tumer (November 26, 1939 - May 24, 2023) was the voice behind epic hits like
“River Deep — Mountain High,” “What's Love Got to Do With It?,” “Private Dancer,” “Proud Mary,” “The
Best,” and “We Don't Need Another Hero (Thunderdome).” Revered as “The Queen of Rock,” she was
borm Anna Mae Bullock in the heart of the Tennessee deita. Having sold over 100 million records world-
wide, Tumer is one of the best-selling recording artists of all time. She received twelve Grammy Awards,
which include eight competitive awards, three Grammy Hall of Fame awards, and a Grammy Lifetime
'% Achievement Award. She was the first Biack artist and first woman to be on the cover of Ro/ling Stone
{ magazine, which ranked her among the 100 Greatest Artists of All Time and the 100 Greatest Singers of
| Time. Turmer has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame and on the St. Louis Walk of Fame. She was
twice inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, with ke Tumer in 1991 and as a solo artistin 2021.
also was a 2005 recipient of the Kennedy Center Honors. Tina Tumer was bom and died in the year
wasa practicing Buddhist, and on April 22, 2013, she became a citizen of Switzerland.
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Tena Turner

Tina Tumer (bom Anna Mae Bullock; November 26, 1939 - May 24, 2023) was al
Swiss singer. Known as the “Queen of Rock ‘0’ Roll,” she rose to prominence as
the lke & Tina Tumer Revue before launching a successful career as a solo performer,
platinum album Arvate Dancer contained the hit song “What’s Love Got to Do with
the Grammy Award for Record of the Year. Her chart success continued with “Better
“Private Dancer,” “We Don't Need Another Hero (Thunderdome),” “Typical Male,” “Th
Wanna Fight,” and GoldenEye.” Tumner also acted in the films 7ommy (1975) and |
Thunderdome (1985). In 1993, What's Love Got to Do with It, a mographiuai film
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André Watts

André Watts (June 20, 1946 - July 12, 2023) was a classical planist. Born in Nuremberg, Allied-occupied Germany, he was the son of a Hungarian mother, a
planist, and a Black American father, a U. S. Army non-commissioned officer. Watts spent his early childhood in Europe, living mostly near army posts where his
father was stationed. Watts began to study the violin when he was four. By age six, he decided the piano was his instrument. When he was eight years old, his
father's military assignment brought the family to the United States. They settled in Philadelphia, Pennsyivania. At age ten, Watts performed Mendelssohn’s G
minor concerto with the Philadelphia Orchestra, and at fourteen, Franck's Symphonic Variations, again with the Philadelphia Orchestra. At sixteen, he auditioned
at Carnegie Recital Hall in a competition to play in conductor Leonard Bernstein's televised Young People’s Concert series with the New York Philharmonic, Watts’
performance of the Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1 in E-flat at a Young People’s Concert on January 12, 1963, was videotaped and nationally televised on CBS on
January 15, 1963. He won a Grammy Award for Best New Classical Artist in 1964. By the mid-1970s, Watts was giving 150 concerts, recitals, and chamber
performances per season, performing about eight months out of the year. Over the six decades of his career, he performed as soloist with every major American
orchestra and most of the world's finest orchestras, including the New York Philharmonic, National Symphony Orchestra, and London Symphony Orchestra,
















