












Jazz poetry is poetry that “demonstrates jazz-like rhythm or the feel of improvisa�on” or poetry that takes 

jazz music, musicians, or the jazz milieu as its subject and is designed to be performed.  Gil Sco"-Heron was a 

master in the art form.  His poem “The Revolu�on Will Not Be Televised,” delivered over a jazz-soul beat, is 

considered a major influence on Black music genres, including hip hop and neo soul.  Check it out.  



Cabell Calloway III (December 25, 1907 – November 18, 1994) was an American jazz singer, songwriter, and  

bandleader.  He was a regular performer at the Co"on Club in Harlem, where he became a popular vocalist of 

the swing era.  His niche of mixing jazz and vaudeville won him acclaim during a career that spanned over 65 

years.   Calloway was a master of energe�c scat singing and led one of the most popular dance bands in the 

United States from the early 1930s to the late 1940s. His band included trumpeters Dizzy Gillespie, Jonah 

Jones, and Adolphus “Doc” Cheatham, saxophonists Ben Webster and Leon “Chu” Berry, guitarist Danny 

Barker, bassist Milt Hinton, and drummer Cozy Cole.  Calloway had several hit records in the 1930s and 

1940s, becoming the first  Black American musician to sell one million copies of a record.  He became known 

as the “Hi-de-ho” man of jazz for his most famous song, “Minnie the Moocher,” originally recorded in 1931.  

Calloway also was the first Black American to have a na�onally syndicated radio program.  





The Queens of Jazz: Women Ar�sts Bringing the Genre Back to Life 

by Janell Hazelwood, MAOL  

Women long have shaped the heart and soul of jazz, bringing fearless expression, storytelling, and innova�on to 

one of the world’s most influen�al musical tradi�ons.  From smoky clubs and juke joints to global concert halls 

and Kennedy Center Honors, these ar�sts helped define the sound and spirit of the genre.  

Legends Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday, Hazel Sco", and Nancy Wilson transformed jazz singing with unmatched 

phrasing, emo�onal depth, extraordinary musicianship and improvisa�onal brilliance.  Their recordings, which 

garnered mul�-pla�num sales, broke racial barriers, and made them global sensa�ons, set the standard for vocal 

jazz and con�nue to influence genera�ons. 

Others expanded jazz’s ar�s�c boundaries in powerful ways, including visionaries like Nina Simone, Be"y Carter, 

and Jeanne Lee, infusing the music with ac�vism, daring improvisa�on, and avant-garde explora�on. 

Instrumentalists and spiritual innovators such as Alice Coltrane and contemporary ar�sts like Jill Sco" and 

Michelle Farrell demonstrate that the lineage con�nues to evolve.  And today, a class of bold performers carries 

forward the tradi�on, proving the era of the queens of jazz is far from over.  

Samara Joy 

At just 26, Samara Joy has become one of modern jazz’s brightest voices.  Known for her warm tone and classic 

phrasing inspired by legends like Ella Fitzgerald, she’s a six-�me Grammy winner, with the most recent being 

Best Jazz Vocal Album for Portrait this year, con�nuing her rapid rise as a forerunner in jazz.  The Obamas have 

raved about her talent, and this year, she heads to perform in Las Vegas for the first �me, among other tour 

stops through the spring and fall. 

Jazzmeia Horn 

She’s a powerhouse jazz vocalist known for her virtuosic scat singing and bold composi�ons, and she blends clas-

sic vocal jazz tradi�ons with modern storytelling and original songwri�ng.  A Thelonious Monk Interna�onal Jazz 

Vocal Compe��on winner in 2015, she would go on to be nominated for several Grammys and win the NAACP 

Image Award for Outstanding Jazz Album for her second album, Love & Libera
on, in 2020.  Her most recent al-

bum, Messages, showcases deeply personal material and further solidifies her influence. 

Veronica Swi' 

SwiI is a dynamic vocalist celebrated for her range and theatrical stage presence.  She effortlessly blends jazz, 

opera, rock, and cabaret influences, pushing the boundaries of genre.  Her self-�tled album Veronica Swi� high-

lights her stylis�c versa�lity and fearless interpreta�ons of both standards and contemporary material. 

Daymé Arocena 

This Grammy-nominated and Juno award-winning Cuban singer, composer, and choir director is known for com-

bining Afro-Cuban rhythms with spiritual jazz and soul.  Her rich voice channels both jazz improvisa�on and tra-

di�onal Cuban music.  Interna�onal tours and cri�cally praised albums have expanded her global reputa�on as a 

powerful ambassador of modern Afro-La�n jazz. 



Roxy Coss 

A highly respected saxophonist, composer, and bandleader who has a Grammy and an ASCAP Young Jazz 

Composer Award under her belt, she has a talent for lyrical yet adventurous improvisa�on.  Coss blends mod-

ern harmony with social awareness.  She has released several acclaimed albums and also is an advocate for 

gender equity in jazz through leadership roles in musician organiza�ons. 

Emily Bear 

Bear gained recogni�on early as a child prodigy and later would study at Julliard and New York University.  A 

legendary TikTok team-up would take her Bridgerton-inspired work viral (which would earn her a Grammy 

win in 2022) and lead to a bit of notoriety in the aIermath.  Her composi�ons and collabora�ons across gen-

res showcase her virtuosic technique, modern arrangements, and unique ability to blend cinema�c storytell-

ing with jazz improvisa�on. 

Ego Ella May 

London’s Ego Ella May is a MOBO award-winning ar�st who merges jazz harmony with neo-soul and hip-hop 

textures.  Her expressive vocals and poe�c lyrics explore iden�ty, spirituality, and Black Bri�sh culture. 

Through albums and collabora�ons within the vibrant UK jazz scene, she has emerged as one of the move-

ment’s most dis�nc�ve and thoughLul voices. 

Ledisi 

This singer-songwriter and actress is a Grammy-winning veteran in the music business who also has been 

honored at the NAACP Image Awards, the Soul Train Music Awards, and the NAACP Theater Awards, to name 

a few.  Along with her recent tribute album for legendary jazz vocalist Dinah Washington (with a previous 

completed for Ella Fitzgerald), she is celebrated for her soaring vocal range and her blends of  jazz, soul, gos-

pel, and R&B.  She starred as gospel phenom Mahalia Jackson in a 2022 biopic and con�nues to tour globally. 

Bonus: Moonchild 

Moonchild is a Grammy-nominated modern jazz-soul trio known for lush arrangements, dreamy produc�on, 

and the airy lead vocals of Amber Navran.  Navran is a songwriter who also plays saxophone, flute, and key-

boards with the band. Moonchild’s music has been featured on popular TV favorites like  And Just Like That…, 

Black Lightning, and Queen Sugar.  The band con�nues to tour worldwide, and their latest work, Waves, in-

cludes collabs with Jill Sco" and Lalah Hathaway. 

This ar�cle The Queens of Jazz: Women Ar�sts Bringing the Genre Back to Life originally was published on 

HerAgenda.com 

 

Support jazz.  Revel in its history and be part of its future.  Let the 

rhythm take over and remember – in the words of jazz legend, Duke   

Ellington, “It don’t mean a thing if it ain’t got that swing!” 


